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1932 Arthur Avenue, Room 403-A, Bronx, NY 10457
(4% Telephone: (718) 579-6990 Email: bronxcb6@bronxcb6.org Website: nyc.gov/bxch6

" Honorable Vanessa L. Gibson, Bronx Borough President

Honorable Oswald Feliz, New York City Council Member

EVONNE CAPERS RAFAEL MOURE-PUNNETT
Board Chairperson District Manager

Meeting minutes of Wednesday, June 12, 2024

Members Present:

Angel Nunez Garcia, Annette Wright, Brigette Brantley, Carmen Rivera, Carol Robinson, Cornell Brown,
Evonne Capers, Gail Irby, Gil Simmons, Gladys Sotomayor, Jessii Parham, Kristine Rivera, Lamont
Parker, Laura James, Lisa Sanchez, Magdamary Marcano, Margarita Espinosa, Maria Garcia, Maria
Latimer, Monique Williams, Nicole Carter, Reggie Powell, Renee Reed

Members Absent:
Angelina Zervos, Clarita Bailon (Leave of Absence), Frank Franz, Gail Irby, Isaac Bowen (Leave of

Absence), Melissa Guzman, Michael Caraballo, Paul Ramirez

Elected Officials Representatives Present:

Jeffrey Pena, Office of Bronx District Attorney Darcel Clark

Santiago Baena, Office of New York City Council Member Oswald Feliz
Christian Cardus, Office of New York State Senator Luis Sepulveda
New York State Senator Gustavo Rivera

Karime Vergara, New York State Assemblymember Karines Reyes

I. CALL TO ORDER
The June 12, 2024 meeting of Bronx Community Board #6 was held at Abraham Plaza located at 1870
Crotona Avenue, Bronx, New York 10457, and was called to order at 6:39 PM by Evonne Capers.

II. INVOCATION
The meeting’s invocation was delivered by Board Member Cornell Brown.

. COMMUNITY PERIOD
Individuals who addressed the community board as part of the meeting’s Community Period included

Carmen Rivera, 48th Precinct Council

Ms. Rivera informed the board of the precinct council’s next meeting on June 25, at 7:00 PM at 870 Crotona
Ave and the National Night Out for the 48th Precinct, which will take place Tuesday, August 6, from 5:00 PM to
8:00 PM between East 187th Street and 189th Street and Prospect Ave.

Evereld Harris
Mr. Harris requested assistance with blocked roads due to cars that restrict access and maneuverability of
vehicles on Park Avenue between 183rd Street and 184th Street.
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Gail, Bronx Eats Inc.
Gail informed the board of the Bronx Farmer’s Market opening on June 21. There will be fresh produce,
pastries, and all the vendors are Bronx based. Everyone is welcome to come and show support.

Rosa Peraza

Ms. Peraza vocalized to the board that at the previous meeting on May 8, there was a failure to answer
questions from the public. She proposed that questions of the community should be answered during a
questions and answers portion of the meeting prior to the adjournment.

Caroline Pierce, DaVita Dialysis
Ms. Pierce informed the board that there will be two dialysis centers closing: the Mount Hope and Bedford Park
locations.

Maria Garcia, Saint Thomas Aquinas Church

Ms. Garcia announced an event hosted by St. Thomas Aquinas Parish on June 22 from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM.
There will be free activities to indulge in, a flea market, and everyone is welcome. Contact (718) 589-5235 to
inquire about any details.

Jose Lozano, 4521 Park Avenue Realty
Mr. Lozano requested assistance from the board around an issue concerning the installation of cement blocks
on the street.

Timothy Harrell
Mr. Harrel informed the board that he represents the NYC Community Complaint Board, an agency which
investigates complaints by civilians and mediates issues with NYPD.

Gail Nathan, Bronx River Art Center (BRAC)

Ms. Nathan informed the board that the Bronx River Art Center (BRAC) will be hosting summer classes starting
on July 8. The morning classes are for children ages 7 to 12, and afternoon classes are for teens and adults.
They are also continuing their Friday workshops from 5:30 PM to 8:30pm. The performing arts festival will take
place in the month of June.

Brigette Brantley, Da People’s Assembly
Ms. Brantley informed the board of a nonprofit group, Da People’s Assembly, which is hosting a back to school
drive on August 24 and is seeking some support from the community by providing bookbags or volunteering.

Renee Reed, Renee and Friends
Ms. Reed informed the board that she is hosting a job and health fair on July 20 at 1818 Bathgate Avenue,
Bronx, New York 10457.
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Iv. PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing on ULURP 240320PQX - a site acquisition of Block 3097, lots 32 and 33 is being
sought by NYC Department of Parks and Recreation to facilitate the continued use of the Garden of
Youth Community Garden at 748 East 182nd Street in Belmont Neighborhood, Community District 6,
Bronx.

- No members of the public registered to speak during this period

V. Bronx Borough President’s Report
VL. ELECTED OFFICIAL’'s REPORTS

Jeffrey Peiia, Office of Bronx District Attorney Darcel Clark
Mr. Pena informed the board that the palm cards of the District Attorney’s Office will contain all necessary
information such as updates and are available to all at the sign-in table.

Santiago Baena, Office of New York City Council Member Oswald Feliz
Mr. Baena informed the board that Council Member Feliz’s office held a hearing with the Mayor’s office to learn
more about what the City is doing to address the migrant crisis.

Christian Carduz, New York State Senator Luis Sepulveda

Mr. Carduz informed the board of several updates from Senator Sepulveda’s office. The Senator’s office has
managed to pass bills that address retail worker issues and squatters. The budget has made allocated funds
for healthcare issues and addressed building safety standards. In terms of community funding, the office
managed to raise $144 million dollars for community based organizations. On June 15, their office will be at
Starlight Park from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM for a Father’s Day celebration.

New York State Senator Gustavo Rivera

Senator Rivera informed the board that the bill that focused on combating the overcrowding of the sidewalks by
auto body shops has passed through senate but did not pass through the assembly. Next year, he will propose
this bill again. Senator Rivera also worked to improve efforts to combat cannabis shops and he is requesting a

list of stores from the community that should be targeted. Finally, Senator Rivera will be going on vacation thus
his staff will not be able to be reached from July 1 to July 5.

Karime Vergara, New York State Assemblymember Karina Reyes

Ms. Vergara informed the board that Assemblymember Karina Reyes’ office will partner with Senator Ferandez
and Councilmember Farias to host an event on Tuesday, June 18 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM at 1315 Olmstead
Avenue. Ms. Vergara also provided legislative updates. The Bill AB94743, which focused on retail worker’s
safety, passed through the senate and is awaiting signature from the governor. Bill A6005 addresses water
safety and is awaiting the governor’s signature. Their office has continued to collaborate with the board and
other members in support of residents of the Aquinas Developments. They hosted several events with
agencies that are able to assist residents of the Aquinas Developments.
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VI. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
Board Chairperson Evonne Capers reported the following information:

e There will be a vote on the schedule for meetings in September.

e The committee has made recommendations for the District Manager for purchase for the budget of
FY25.

e There will be a motion to hire Sonia Banegas for a full time position at the end of the board meeting.

e The District Manager’s salary will be met with a raise of 3.57% and will be effective starting 10/6/2024.

e Board members are encouraged to provide the District Manager with feedback on the supplemental
board meeting notice flyers.

VIIl. DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT
District Manager Rafael Moure-Punnett reported the following information:

e The ballots for the People’s Money are still open and the neighborhoods with the most votes will receive
the projects that are proposed in the ballots.

e The City of Yes for Housing Opportunity zoning text amendment requires the opinions of the community
thus board members are prompted to to view these items and there potentially may be a vote on each
item.

e There will be a tenant meeting on June 24 at 6:00 PM at the Mary Mitchell Center for the Aquinas
Housing tenants. Tenants will be introduced to the new management that are taking over the housing
portfolio.

e Board members are invited to an end of the year brainstorming session on June 28, 6:00 PM at the
Board office.

e The District Manager, starting in September, will host the annual new member orientation.

IX. TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer Magdamary Marcano reported the following information:

e The board’s remaining balance is $31,202.

X. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Ms. Carmen Rivera, Public Safety Committee Chairperson
Ms. Rivera informed the board that at the previous meeting on May 29, a myriad of establishments applied for

liquor license renewals. They received favorable recommendations from the board. Dary’s Restaurant and Bar
did not attend the meeting thus the committee has withheld support until the owner presents himself to the
committee. Zion Restaurant and Sal y Pimienta Restaurant applied for new liquor licenses where the
committee issued favorable recommendations.
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Ms. Nicole Carter, Economic Development Committee Chairperson
Ms. Carter informed the board at the previous meeting on May 15 they received a presentation about a local

organization that proposed local movie theaters in the community. The committee issued a letter of support.
The committee also intends to support board member Renee Reed’s event proposal and she is advocating for
everyone to participate for everyone to participate in the People’s Money voting.

Ms. Margarita Espinosa, Environment and Parks Committee Chairperson
Ms. Espinosa informed the board that at the previous meeting on June 5, the board received a presentation

from the Garden of Youth where the city is proposing to acquire the land where the Garden of Youth resides.
The acquisition is intended to protect the garden by making improvements to the infrastructure and is currently
supported by Council Member Feliz and several community stakeholders. The garden is already very active in
the community, hosting several programs. The board will vote on this tonight. The Walter Gladwin Park plans
for the recreation center did not contain a pool proposal thus the committee resolved to issue a letter that
requests inclusion of a pool as a condition of support.

Ms. Kristine Rivera, Health and Human Services Committee Chairperson
Ms. Rivera informed the board that at the previous meeting on May 15 the committee received a presentation

from Caring Kind, which hosts support services to people with Alzheimers and Dementia. The committee
discussed the 5G tower where they advocate for better internet in this district however they displayed concern
for the health implications. In the letter of support, they conditioned it that it should not be erected within 10 feet
of residences. The committee also is sharing an aging survey to members of the community that ensures that
senior’s opinions are heard. The committee received a presentation from the Positivity Market where they offer
services to help seniors with social services and closing the generation gap by providing technological help.

Ms. Maria Latimer, Sanitation Committee Chairperson
Ms. Latimer informed the board that at the previous meeting on May 16 the committee discussed the lack of

trash cans in the district and the board resolved to engage in conversations with the city to address this
shortage.

Ms. Li nchez, Tran ion Commi Meeting Chairperson

Ms. Sanchez informed the board that at the previous meeting on May 16 the committee discussed the
widening of a street on East 191st Street because of the difficulties of emergency response to navigate this
street due to its narrowness. The committee also discussed the request from P.S. 51 for an open street from
7:30 AM to 3:30 PM. The committee expressed concern that the street closure could lead to traffic. Finally, the
Cross Bronx Expressway project proposal was met with many concerns by the committee because of the
historical failure to complete projects.

Kristine Rivera, Ad Hoc Committee Chairperson

The Ad Hoc Committee met on May 29 to discuss the hiring of management staff, shifting board meetings, and
revised articles 8 through 10 of the bylaws, which will be discussed at the end of the meeting.

XI. ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE
A roll call attendance was taken confirming quorum with the twenty-two (22) members present, 9 absent.
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Xll. ADOPTION OF MOTIONS

1. A motion to adopt the minutes of Bronx Community Board #6’s Board meeting and committee meetings in
May was made by Margarita Espinosa, seconded by Cornell Brown, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0
abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

2. A motion to issue a favorable recommendation for ULURP 240320PQX — a site acquisition for the Garden of
Youth was made by Nicole Carter, seconded by Evonne Capers, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0
abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

3. A motion to issue recommendations for the citywide zoning text amendments in the City of Yes for Housing
Opportunity was made by Monique Williams, seconded by Angel Nunez Garcia, and adopted by a vote of 18 in
favor, 0 abstentions, and 4 oppositions.

3a: A motion was made to table motion #3 for the Housing and Land-Use committee to issue an opinion
on behalf of the board was made by Evonne Capers, seconded by Maria Garcia, and adopted by a vote of 22
in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

4. A motion to issue a letter of support for the Bronx Independent Cinema Center was made by Nicole Carter,
seconded by Lisa Sanchez, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

5. A motion to issue a letter to the Office of Information Technology regarding the proposed 5G Cell tower On
Belmont and East 189th Street was made by Kristine Rivera, seconded by Carmen Rivera, and adopted by a
vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

6. A motion to issue a letter of support for Positivity Market was made by Kristine Rivera, seconded by Lamont
Parker, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

7. A motion to support Renee & Friends with a payment of $904 for the July Job & Health Fair was made by
Lamont Parker, seconded by Kristine Rivera, and adopted by a vote of 21 in favor, 1 abstention by Renee
Reed, and 0 oppositions.

8. A motion to support the 48th Precinct Council’s National Night Out with a payment of $1885 was made by
Kristine Rivera, seconded by Lamont Parker, and adopted by a vote of 20 in favor, 2 abstentions by Maria
Garcia and Carmen Rivera, and 0 oppositions.

9. A motion to issue a letter to the Aquinas Housing Corporation requesting the portfolio be sold to tenant
cooperatives, following a discussion at the June housing committee meeting was made by Maria Garcia,
seconded by Lamont Parker, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

9A: A motion to table the motion #9 until the townhall in September was made by Maria Garcia,
seconded by Lamont Parker, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

10. A motion to issue a letter to the NYC Department of Parks & Recreation regarding a pool in the Walter
Gladwin Recreation Center was made by Margarita Espinosa, seconded by Nicole Carter, and and adopted by
a vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.
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11. A motion for Bronx Community Board 6 to sign on to the Homes Now, Homes for Generations proposal was
made by Maria Garcia, seconded by Lamont Parker, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0
oppositions.

12. A motion to approve a Community Board 6 Office protocol as drafted by the Ad Hoc Committee was made
by Lamont Parker, seconded by Evonne Capers, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0
oppositions.

13. A motion to adopt Bylaw Articles 8-10 as presented by the Ad Hoc committee. was made by Lamont
Parker, seconded by Bridgette Brantley, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

13A: A motion to amend motion #13 to include the chair of each standing committee to be member of
the executive committee was made by Carmen Rivera, seconded by Lamont Parker, and adopted by a vote of
22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions. The Board’s Chair agreed to introduce the amendment at the
September Board meeting.

14. A motion to change Community Associate Sonia Banegas’ employment from part time to full time at a
salary of $51,000 was made by Maria Garcia, seconded by Lisa Sanchez, and adopted by a vote of 22 in favor,
0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

15. A motion to approve a salary increase for District Manager Rafael Moure-Punnett of 3.57% from $108,459
to $112,330.99, with an effective date of 10/6/24 was made by Gil Simmons, seconded by Nicole Carter, and
adopted by a vote of 22 in favor, 0 abstentions, and 0 oppositions.

XIll.  Election

An election was conducted by the Board’s nominating committee. District Manager Rafael Moure outlined the
election process, nominating committee Chair Annette Wright opened the floor to nominations, and without any
nominations, the floor was closed. Ballots were then distributed or members were asked to fill in a blank page.
Members Kristine Rivera and Evonne Capers both made speeches for their candidacy for Chair. Member
Maria Garcia made a speech for her candidacy for Vice Chair, and District Manager Rafael Moure read a
speech from member Frank Franz. Executive members Magdamary Marcano (Treasurer), Margarita Espinosa
(Secretary), Gil Simmons (Parliamentarian), and Laura James (2nd Vice Chair) ran unopposed. Members
submitted their ballots, which were counted by nominating committee members Annette Wright and Lamont
Parker. Committee chair Annette Wright then announced that Chair Evonne Capers and Vice Chair Maria
Garcia were both reelected to their positions.

XIV. Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Evonne Capers and seconded by Maria Garcia, and was adopted
unanimously.
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