
Bronx Community Board 8 
Land Use Committee Meeting Minutes 

September 11, 2024 
Land Use Committee Meeting Recording September 11, 2024 

 
Location – Board Of�ice: 5676 Riverdale Ave., Suite 100, Bronx, NY 10471 

Hybrid Meeting 
Chair C. Moerdler called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 
 

1. Welcome Committee Members and Guests – Roll Call 

• Land Use Committee:  
Present (7): Charles Moerdler, Marty Wolpoff, Bob Bender, Carol Blake, Adiana Rivera, 
Daniel Rowen, and Laura Spalter  
 
Absent (3): Lee Chong, Omar Murray, Jessica Sosa 
 

• Community Board Members and Staff: Julie Reyes, David Gellman, Mary Ellen Gibbs,  
Ashley Medina (CB8 Community Committee Member), Farrah Kule Rubin (DM) 
 

• Guests: Karen Argenti (BCEQ), Shailee Shah (Bronx Bulletin), Joey Bohm (3040 Scenic Place 
Homeowner) 
 

2. Approval of Committee Minutes: June 4, 2024 
     Unanimously approved. 
 

3. SNAD Application: 5501 Palisade Avenue - SNAD 

 Authorizations pursuant to 105-422 and 105-434 to facilitate the construction of two new 
single-family residences. The zoning lot is 74,677 square feet (2 DU’s). This is a residential 
development that includes 9,556.73 square feet for residential and 65,120.27sf open space. This is 
being sought by a private applicant, Sanna & Loccisano Architects, at 5501 Palisade Avenue in 
Riverdale, Community District 8, Bronx. 

• Architect, Joseph Loccisano or Michael, presented and discussed the size of the homes 
and impervious surface comparisons. 

• Was asked to take measure to help trees and retain silt during construction. 
• Noted the effort made to route driveways around 2 trees to save them. 
• Unanimously approved. 

APPROVED (7) C. Moerdler, M. Wolpoff, B. Bender, C. Blake, A. Rivera, D. Rowen, and L.  
Spalter  
 
OPPOSED (0) 
ABSTAINED (0) 

https://youtu.be/2_HXnM_s8xQ?si=eCIX00wM-_eBM10u


4. LPC Application: 407 W. 246th Street Bronx 

Attic Addition and Railing Improvement 

• John Fields and homeowners presented their Landmarks presentation 
• Unanimously approved. 

APPROVED (7) C. Moerdler, M. Wolpoff, B. Bender, C. Blake, A. Rivera, D. Rowen, and L.  
Spalter  
OPPOSED (0) 
ABSTAINED (0) 
 

5. Discussion of the "Victorian Home" on the Hebrew Home's south campus – Nick Dembowski                                
Kingsbridge Historical Society 

• Dan Reingold on Zoom reiterated there are no plans to build on the site of the “Victorian 
Home,” but claimed the house has no historical significance, citing a “Higgins Report.” 

o Prior Landmarks application was not taken up, he was asked to provide 
documentation as to why if possible. 

• Valerie Campbell from Landmarks says it was not historical because it had been altered 
over the years. 

• James Power shared an environmental review from LPC that stated “no concerns.” 
• Nick Dembowski of the Kingsbridge Historical Society presented his research on the house. 
• Abi Rudow states that environmental review was based on LPC reports 
• Chair proposes a 90-day delay in any demolition of the “Victorian Home” to give time to 

petition Landmarks to look again. 

6. SNAD Application: Hebrew Home Special Permit Renewal Non ULURP 

James Powers Esq. Presenting 

Renewal of the special permit and authorizations for the Hebrew Home project at 

Riverdale campus. The original permit was granted in September 26, 2018 (C180321 

ZSX), including the following authorizations: 105-421, 105-422, 105-424, 105-425; and 

105-432. The project is located at 5701-5961 Palisade Avenue, Riverdale, in Community 

District 8, The Bronx. 

• Proposal with the 90-day delay on demolition for the “Victorian Home” 
• Resolution Approved 4-3 

APPROVED (4) C. Moerdler, M. Wolpoff, B. Bender, D. Rowen  
OPPOSED (0) 
ABSTAINED (3) C. Blake, A. Rivera, L.  Spalter 
 

7. SNAD Application: Hebrew Home: Modification Application ULURP 



A Zoning Modification [ZS], pursuant to ZR 74-901 in addition to Special Natural 

Area District (SNAD) authorizations [ZA] under ZR 105-42 to facilitate the 

development of a Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC) by Hebrew Home 

for the Aged/RiverSpring Health located at 5701-5961 Palisade Avenue, in Community 

District 8, The Bronx. 

• Resolution Approved 4-3 
APPROVED (4) C. Moerdler, M. Wolpoff, B. Bender, D. Rowen  
OPPOSED (1) L.  Spalter 
ABSTAINED (2) C. Blake, A. Rivera, 
 

8. Proposed Charter Amendment – Department of City Planning 

• Chair outlines struggle between Community Boards and DCP and proposes more local 
oversight for issues and to make DCP more responsive to people rather than the mayor. 

o Bob Bender remembers when DCP would attend Board meetings years ago. 
o Chair wants to create a task force to look at how to accomplish this. 

9. Discussion on LPC-24-05229 4746 ISELIN AVENUE, BRONX-5822-2686 – 

Possible window violation 

• Committee is told that the contractor received wrong windows from supplier. 

10. Old Business/New Business – SNAD Inspections 

3040 Scenic Place 

• Owner, Joseph Bohm, present at meeting and explained how no trees were removed or cut 
on his property, all logs were there hiding under the invasive Japanese Knot Weed, which he 
partially cleared.  He feels no violations are warranted as he was only clearing an invasive 
plant and is an advocate for the Hudson River Greenway committee and plans on planting 
native grasses to replace the Knot Weed.   

10.5 – Agenda amended (unanimously) to take a vote on a resolution calling for a zoning change to 
allow more flexibility on where a Community Board office can reside. 

• CC: Randi Martos from Assemblymember Dinowitz’s office 
• Passed Unanimously 

11. Adjournment at 9:18pm – Next Meeting Monday, October 7, 2024 

Submitted by Daniel Rowen 
Reviewed by Farrah Kule Rubin, District Manager, Bronx CB8 


