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(pending committee approval) 

MINUTES OF THE BRONX COMMUNIY BOARD 8 OCTOBER 19, 2022 MEETING OF THE 

ENVIRONMENT AND SANITATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, October 19, 2022, hybrid meeting: in person at the office of the Bronx CB8 5676 Riverdale 
Avenue, Suite 100, Bronx NY 10471; and virtually on zoom. 

Committee members in attendance: in person - Camelia Tepelus, Debra Travis; on zoom: Robert Fanuzzi, 
Rashida Hilliard, Karen Argenti. Other participants: Melissa Enoch (NYC DEP); Elephteria Ardizzone (NYC 
DEP); Jodie Colon,  Ira Charles. 

1. Welcome to committee members and presentation of the rules of engagement for the proceedings. 
CB8 E&S committee will make a consistent effort to have proceedings in a hybrid version, to provide for 
maximum accessibility to the community. Quorum confirmed to conduct business.  

2. Approval of Minutes of September 21, 2022 meeting  – minutes unanimously approved by the 
committee with a correction on page 2 of item attributed to Karen Argenti, but stated  during the 
meeting by Jodie Colon – correction will be operated by Chair. 

3. Chair report: Chair Tepelus  presented a report on the E&S related developments over the past 
month, specifically: TAG group meeting; DSNY changes in collection times of plastic bags from curbs with 
the purpose of reducing the rat population; events in the community including a Sanitation forum with 
CM De La Rosa; site of sanitation concern at the former Land&Sea Restaurant on Broadway; feedback 
from DSNY and DEP on budget requests; DEP answer to 231st St Association concerns on flooding; US 
Army Corps of Engineers proposal of feasibility study for coastal protection in NY and NJ harbor areas 
(reviewed and presented in further detail by Deb Travis) – comment period open until January 6, 2023.  

4. Melissa Enoch (DEP) presentation “Uniform Stormwater Rule” (USR) – slides included as appendices 
to the Minutes document. The presentation reviewed regulatory changes that took effect in February 
2022 specifically regarding expectations on new construction permits regarding storm water 
management. 

Questions from members: 

Camelia Tepelus – question on applicability of rule to ‘as of right’ developments was answered indicating 
there are no ‘waivers’ from USR from DEP. Question regarding enforcement or insurances of compliance 
from DEP during permitting process– was answered by DEP indicating a “support contract” of $6.5 Mill is 
anticipated for spring 2023, to bring additional support for DEP in terms of inspectors and setting up 
informational measures to help educate developers, produce workshops, presentation materials, 
outreach, also to fund sending out additional inspectors. 

Robert Fanuzzi – conveyed the need for reasonable expectations on the USR’s role in affecting design 
and planning decisions for new developments.  There is no dynamic relationship between USR and 
zoning permissions. In the meeting conducted with the developer of the property of concern/Tishman 
Speyer – they indicated they will primarily use  stormwater detention techniques. DEP confirmed the 
USR is not interfering with lot coverage and zoning provisions. Building projects can be approved that 
simply have larger storm water tanks to accommodate the drainage capacity required by the USR 
revised regulations, including lot line-to-lot line construction. A question was raised regarding evaluating 
the roof of the project as potential for green roof usage. 
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Karen Argenti – inquired if there are limitations on basement detention capacity, in a situation of rock 
immediately under the property. DEP indicated that retention can be placed at one of the building 
levels, as well as on the roof, requiring pumping. A further question concerned the process on the DEP 
side of making details of the permit and stormwater management plan for a project to be made 
available and transparent for consultations by the community, in a similar way the DOB provides 
projects details. The building at 3745 Riverdale Avenue was also referred to as an example where this 
information would be helpful to know. DEP answered that there is only a very limited system of 
providing information regarding the number of permits issued (through the DEP annual report), but not 
on specific properties/projects; will inquire further and come back to the committee.   

Deb Travis – inquired if retrofits may also be eligible for regulatory oversight under the USR. DEP 
answered there are no current plans on addressing retrofits under USR, which covers new 
developments only. On the retrofit side only financial incentives are currently available. 

Jodie Colon – reiterated the potential parallel between DOB and DEP processes regarding information 
provided to the community. Permits from DEP – if public, are likely fed into the Open Data system. Also 
indicated examples of buildings that started moving retention tanks from the roof, and relocating them 
on the ground, further reducing capacity of stormwater absorption. 

Elefteria Ardizzone (DEP) – invited the committee to forward in advance to DEP details about specific 
projects of interest. 

Camelia Tepelus – thanked the DEP representatives for their presence and information provided to the 
committee. Informed the committee that despite repeatedly checking with the office, they indicated the 
Power Point presentation used by Tishman Speyer at the September Land Use meeting, was not made 
available to CB8. 

Robert Fanuzzi – indicated that the water detention technique was the least preferred for new 
construction; however, quality housing which the developer mentioned extensively, does not 
necessarily require green infrastructure elements as part of the design. 

Jodie Colon – observed that the project may use solar panels on the roof, but that would result in less 
space for green roof opportunities.   

5. Committee discussion on Agenda items for November: resulted in the following items to be included: 
DSNY (featured guest speaker) on snow removal procedures and composting); CALL brief presentation; 
Amy Corps of Engineers – input to be prepared and submitted for approval to the CB8. 

Robert Fanuzzi – called for the reactivation of the previously existing  “E&S Water Working Group” 
(Karen-lead; Robert, Deb)  to prepare input on the Army Corps of Engineers and bring forward to the 
committee in November. 

Rashida Hilliard – requested questions be sent in advance to DSNY – welcomed by the committee. 

 6. Other items 

Jodie Colon – asked for the CB8 request from DSNY free leaf collection bags to be distributed to the 
community; informed on researching plans on stormwater management for the Henry Hudson Park. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.  

Respectfully submitted by Dr. Camelia Tepelus, CB8 Environment & Sanitation Committee Chair 
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Meeting recording available at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/4M-
tbbfhiPEVswTcxAjIKxCdYtFBPvV44D0LPMO878fHOdUTYcVNX3T9fkI3BYCU.yU8xaxst3zlufof7?startTime=1666220424
000 

DEP Presentation on Uniform Stormwater Rule:  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/4M-tbbfhiPEVswTcxAjIKxCdYtFBPvV44D0LPMO878fHOdUTYcVNX3T9fkI3BYCU.yU8xaxst3zlufof7?startTime=1666220424000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/4M-tbbfhiPEVswTcxAjIKxCdYtFBPvV44D0LPMO878fHOdUTYcVNX3T9fkI3BYCU.yU8xaxst3zlufof7?startTime=1666220424000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/4M-tbbfhiPEVswTcxAjIKxCdYtFBPvV44D0LPMO878fHOdUTYcVNX3T9fkI3BYCU.yU8xaxst3zlufof7?startTime=1666220424000
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