
Bronx Community Board 8 
Land Use Committee Meeting Minutes 

May 6, 2024 
https://youtu.be/olpcKFhTacU?si=LjIdbCUpqgWIQyll  

 
Location – Board Office: 5676 Riverdale Ave., Suite 100, Bronx, NY 10471 

Hybrid Meeting 
Chair C. Moerdler called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m. 

 
Attendance 
Land Use Committee 
Present (7) – Charles Moerdler, Martin Wolpoff, Bob Bender, Nick Fazio, David Gellman, Jessica Sosa, 
Laura Spalter 
 
Absent (5) – Sylvia Alexander, Carol Blake, Lee Chong, Omar Murray, Daniel Rowen 
 
Community Board Members 
Julie Reyes 
 
Staff 
Farrah Kule Rubin (District Manager) 
 
Guests 
Camila Thomas (Department of City Planning), Ted Weinstein (Department of Housing Preservation 
& Development), John Field (Architect, 4715 Iselin Avenue), Samantha Hait (Property Owner, 4715 
Iselin Avenue), Lynn Bader (Community Member) 
 
SNAD Application: 4715 Iselin Avenue - SNAD Non-ULURP 
An authorization pursuant to ZR 105-432 for modification of rear and side yard 
requirements to facilitate the expansion of an existing two-story house is being sought by a 
private applicant in Fieldston, Community District 8, The Bronx. 
 
John Field, architect, presented on behalf of property owner of 4715 Iselin Avenue: 

• Proposing to extend the kitchen by 70 square feet. 

• Requesting from the Department of City Planning (DCP) is relief of the zoning setbacks for 
the de minimis area to keep the construction in line with the original dwelling. This will 
avoid hurting the tree. There is a steel bracket that will bracket off of the face of the 
building. 

• The Department of City Planning (DCP) is moving this forward and is being referred for 
approval on Wednesday, May 8, 2024.  

• Adding six (6) trees to meet the tree count requirements of the natural area regulations.   

Discussion: 
• Chair C. Moerdler requests a written opinion from the arborist and Architect John Field will 

submit the opinion to the Board.  

• There is a neighbor to the north of the property (no response on application). Other 
neighbors have been notified of the application and some responded.   

• The Fieldston Property Owners Association (FPOA) has been notified and given the 
materials. FPOA has expressed no comment.  

https://youtu.be/olpcKFhTacU?si=LjIdbCUpqgWIQyll
https://zap.planning.nyc.gov/projects/2023X0212


• This is also a landmark district and has been approved at staff level because it is in the 

district master plan guidelines. They will indicate approval.  

• Neighbor in the area is not opposed to the application and states that it is a fair/reasonable 
request.  

• Notices were sent to adjacent properties and all homeowners within the 200 foot radius.  

• Chair C. Moerdler requests: 
o Written sign-off from the neighbors to the north and west of the property.  

o Written arborist opinion. 
o Written sign-off from Landmarks.  
o Let the Community Board know what is happening with DCP in terms of if they have 

signed off with any conditions.  

• If these documents are submitted before Friday, May 10, 2024, the Board will act on it at the 
Board meeting on Tuesday, May 14, 2024. If the documents are not submitted before then, it 
will be acted on during the June 2024 Land Use Committee & Board meeting.  

Approval of Committee Minutes from March 11, 2024 
 
Board member would like to amend a sentence on the March 11, 2024, minutes under Discussion to 
state, “Harlem River” and not “Hudson River.” 
 
VOTE to APPROVE March 11, 2024, Minutes – APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY AS AMENDED. 
 
APPROVED (7) – C. Moerdler, M. Wolpoff, B. Bender, N. Fazio, D. Gellman, J. Sosa, L. Spalter 

ABSTAINED (0)                  OPPOSED (0) 
 
Short Discussion on City of Yes for Housing Opportunity with Ted Weinstein, (Department of 
Housing Preservation & Development)  
 
Refer to video recording for details.  
 
Report by Subcommittee working with Stagg Group on Construction at 3745 Riverdale 
Avenue 
 
The scaffolding and fence have been taken down. Image of the sculpture shown.  
 
An ad in the Riverdale Press announcing the lottery and apartments that are available. Applications 
are due by May 21, 2024.  
 
There is a meeting next week inside the building.  
 
Discussion held on the affordability of the apartments, as well as Area Median Income (AMI).  
 
Outstanding Business/New Business – Preliminary Conversation on City of Yes for Housing 
Opportunity 
 
6661 Broadway (homeless shelter) is going to be under construction soon (scaffolding is up). Hope 
to get the developer to attend and speak at a future meeting to talk about the construction plans for 
the site.  



Councilmember Eric Dinowitz held a discussion with the NYC Council Land Use Division and 
members of the community on the City of Yes for Housing Opportunity.   
 
The City of Yes for Housing Opportunity Special Committee will discuss further regarding how 
many times they want to meet and when.  
 
The City of Yes for Housing Opportunity Special Committee will meet on May 23, 2024 at In-Tech 
Academy, where there will also be a public hearing and DCP will present. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Ardy Malziu, Community Coordinator, Bronx CB8  
Reviewed by Farrah Kule Rubin, District Manager, Bronx CB8  
         


