Minutes of Aging Committee — Bronx Community Board 8
Thursday, November 6, 2025 at 4:00 P.M.
Bronx Community Board 8 Office — 5676 Riverdale Ave, Suite 100, Bronx, NY 10471

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/xHul3Nszh20?si=6ShmS0O8psT9exEOL

Committee Members in Attendance (3): Barbara Kail (Chair), Georgia Santiago, Lee Chong
Absent Committee Members (3): Rabbi Bob Kaplan, Jyll D. Townes, E. Doyle McCarthy
(Community Committee Member)

Community Board 8 Members and Staff: Julie Reyes (Chairperson, Bronx CB8), Farrah Kule
Rubin (District Manager)

Guest Attendees: Jennine Ventura (NYC Aging), Josue Melendez (NYC Aging), Terrence Lee
(NYC Aging), Phia Keller (NYC Aging), Aubry Balcom (River Spring Living), Miriam Rabner
(MJHS Health System), Sharon Asherman (Riverdale Y), Cecilia Santana (Marble Hill Older
Adult Center), Merritt Claude (Community member), Alexis Gibbs (Community Member)

Chair B. Kail called the meeting to order at 4:02 P.M.

Each participant introduced him/herself and where applicable, described the services
provided by the organizations they represent.

Approval of Meeting Minutes of October 16, 2025

Minutes of the October 16, 2025 meeting were approved unanimously.

In Favor (3): B. Kail, L. Chong, G. Santiago, L. Chong
Opposed (0) Abstentions (0)

Chairperson’s Report

New Mission Statement review. The last revision of our mission statement was circulated
via email and comments incorporated. The statement was read to the committee and
approved to be posted.

Guest Speakers

Jennine Ventura, Assistant Commissioner for Interagency Collaboration and Innovation,

NYC Aging; Josue Melendez, Deputy Director of Government Affairs, NYC Aging; Terrence
Lee, Senior Director Office of Interagency Collaboration and Innovation, NYC Aging; Phia
Keller, NYC Aging.

e Jennine Ventura presented on Age Inclusive American Cities. Guidebook. The
concept of age friendly cities was developed by the World Health Organization,
focused on ways any community can support older adults when creating policies.
Eighteen American cities have launched such initiatives.


https://youtu.be/xHuI3Nszh2o?si=6ShmSO8psT9exEOl

e Each of these cities faces similar issues, e.g. housing, transportation.

e Majority of funding here comes from local NYC tax levies. Initiatives in other areas
rely on Federal funding.

e I|nitiatives promote inclusion in activities, policy priorities, operations, city planning

e Ageinclusivity is based on proactive long term solutions e.g. combating ageist
stigmas, nurturing intergenerational communities, recognizing we all age every day.

e NYC Aging is the largest department of aging nationally. An important initiative is the
Mayor’s Cabinet on Older New Yorkers. Thirty member agencies work to
institutionalize age inclusive solutions. This entity is codified by the NYC Council.
One of the first initiatives has been the creation of intergenerational spaces in NYC
schools. A resource guide was developed to promote a discussion of agism in high
school curriculums. Other initiatives include Intergenerational storytelling walkability
audits to identify engineering changes that would increase safety for older adults and
a designated older adult liaison in every police precinct.

Old Business

The Committee reviewed various resource guides to aging services and how their
organization compares with ours. One example was resources for family caregivers. We will
consider changes in light of this. Presbyterian Support Services has a contract to provide
support to in-home caregivers and many Older Adult Centers run support groups.

New Business

The chair will email a document summarizing the different categories which we can refine
and discuss at our next meeting. How can we make the categories better reflect what the

user is likely to be looking for. We will then consider entries under each category. An entry
point under each category might be particularly useful to the user.

Ideas and concerns can be emailed to the Board Office at BX08@cb.nyc.gov. They will be
shared with the Chair.

Next Meeting — December 11, 2025

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Kail (Chair)


mailto:BX08@cb.nyc.gov

