
Minutes of Aging Committee – Bronx Community Board 8  
Thursday, September 11, 2025 at 4:00 P.M. 

Bronx Community Board 8 Office – 5676 Riverdale Ave, Suite 100, Bronx, NY 10471 
 

Meeting Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ForfGPcgSuQ&t  
 

Committee Members in Attendance (4): Barbara Kail (Chair), Lee Chong, Georgia Santiago,  
Jyll D. Townes 
Absent Committee Members (2): Rabbi Bob Kaplan, E. Doyle McCarthy (Community 
Committee Member) 

Community Board 8 Guests: Julie Reyes (Chairperson, Bronx CB8), Ardy Malziu 
(Community Coordinator) 

Guest Attendees: Margie Schustack (Riverdale Senior Services), Aubrey Balcom 
(RiverSpring Living), Sharon Asherman (Riverdale Y), Miriam Rabner (MJHS Health System), 
Merritt Claude, Alexis Rummey, Mia Anzalone 

B. Kail called the meeting to order at 4:05 P.M. 

Each participant introduced him/herself and where applicable, described the services 
provided by the organizations they represent. Reasons for joining the committee included 
concern for the unmet needs of the aged, sharing information about resources available 
and collaborating to enhance services. 

A roll call was announced. A quorum (4) was present.  

Approval of Meeting Minutes of June 12, 2025:  

Minutes of the June 12, 2025 meeting were approved unanimously.  

In Favor (4): B. Kail, L. Chong, G. Santiago, J. Townes 
Opposed (0)   Abstentions (0) 

Chairperson’s Report 

There were two items the Chair wished to address this meeting: Review of our Mission 
Statement and the agenda for the coming year.  

Review of the Mission Statement:  

• The inclusion of an advocacy role, possibly inviting our elected representatives to 
speak to us about current legislation concerning older persons.  

• Supporting representatives, advocates, agencies and individuals that serve older 
adults through education, advocacy, support, and budget.  

• Promote the well-being of older people in the community.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ForfGPcgSuQ&t


• Act as a natural leader in the community to bring organizations together promoting 
collaboration.  

• Reach out to our elected/appointed representatives to identify potential areas for 
advocacy. 

• Keep the statement short and sweet because we don’t know what we intend to do 
for the year.  

Existing Mission Statement 

The mission of the Aging Committee of Bronx Community Board 8 is to identify the needs of 
the aging community and to serve it by supporting representatives and advocates for older 
adults and acting as a liaison with agencies that support and serve older adults through 
education and budgeting priorities. 

Proposed Revision 

The mission of the Aging Committee of Bronx Community Board 8 is to promote the well-
being of older persons in our community. We provide a space where organizations that 
offer services to older adults are supported and can collaborate. We identify needs of the 
aging community and bring them to our elected representatives and appointed officials in 
the form of resolutions and budgetary priorities.  

Two Tasks to Accomplish (Goals for the Year) 

Updating the Senior Resource Guide 
The document is accessible on the Bronx Community Board website. 
https://cbbronx.cityofnewyork.us/cb8/wp-
content/uploads/sites/3/pdf/senior_resource_guide.pdf  

We need to update the categories of services and then the specific services listed. The 
Guide was updated this past Spring by CB8, intern Dion Dewar. DFTA is also reviewing the 
document. The Chair suggested we take the findings of a DFTA survey of needs and map 
that onto our resource guide. We will then invite a speaker to take us through AARP’s 
recommendations for age friendly cities and see what our Resources Gude might be 
missing.  

Logistically, each of us might take a category and bring any recommendations for further 
updates to the Committee. 

Develop Budget Priorities 
An ongoing task is to develop budget priorities which we submit to the Mayor in the Spring. 
Will be discussing this in context of last year’s priorities as well.  

https://cbbronx.cityofnewyork.us/cb8/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/pdf/senior_resource_guide.pdf
https://cbbronx.cityofnewyork.us/cb8/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/pdf/senior_resource_guide.pdf


Other suggestions were to check out Live on NY, an advocacy organization. belong. They 
are an excellent resource. They send updates on legislation:  https://www.liveon-
ny.org/city-advocacy  

Merritt Claude mentioned State Senator Gustavo Rivera’s concern about home-based 
caregivers not getting paid appropriately. 

There was general agreement this was a viable plan going forward.  

Unfinished Business 

N/A 

New Business 

N/A 

Next Meeting – Thursday, October 16, 2025 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 P.M. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Kail (Chair) 
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