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(pending committee approval) 

MINUTES  OF THE BRONX COMMUNITY BOARD 8 SEPTEMBER 21, 2022 MEETING OF THE 

ENVIRONMENT AND SANITATION COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, September 21, 2022 – hybrid meeting:  in person at the office of Bronx CB8 5676 Riverdale 

Avenue, Suite 100, Bronx NY 10471; and virtually on zoom. 

Committee members in attendance: Dr. Robert Fanuzzi (on zoom); Deb Travis, Rhashida Hilliard, Dr. Camelia 

Tepelus, Robert Spalter, Karen Argenti (in person). 

Committee participants on zoom: Laura Spalter (CB8 Chair); Jodie Colon, Noel Manu, Elephteria Ardizzone 

(DEP), IC L-Engel, Vittorio Bugatti; in person: Mingxuan Zhu. 

1. Welcome to committee members and presentation of the rules of engagement for the proceedings. CB8 

E&S committee will make a consistent effort to have proceedings in a hybrid version, to provide for 

maximum accessibility to the community. Quorum confirmed to conduct business. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes of July 22, 2022 meeting (joint E&S and Parks Committees meeting) – minutes 

unanimously approved by the committee. 

 

3. Chairperson Camelia Tepelus report of E&S issues reported over the summer to the CB8 office: 

- Letter of concern from Fairfield Ave Association (231st St and Fairfield Ave);  

- DEP made repairs to leaking pipe near 254th St Pump Station (August);  

- DEP information on 311 stats for CB8;  

- Mayoral press release on “Rainfall Ready NYC” program;  

- residents complaints on significant garbage accumulation around JPR along Reservoir Ave, Webb Ave, 

Claflin Ave, University Ave, W197th St and also along Goulden Ave from Bedford Park to 205th St. 

- City announcing public hearing on November 9, 2022 related to acquiring CSX property to facilitate the  

Tibbetts Brook Daylighting Project and DPR Putnam Greenway Extension, acquisition approved by the 

Planning Commission in 2011. Proposed purchase price is $11,200,000. 

 

4. NYC Department of Environmental Protection Elephteria Ardizzone, Community Relations Specialist, 

Bureau of Public Affairs & Communications 

Provided general feedback about the CB8 issues presented, and made a presentation about 2 new DEP 

programs: the app “WAIT” – providing real time messaging to users on when to wait due to drainage system 

capacity limitations Wait... - DEP (nyc.gov); the program “Rainfall Ready NYC” – mayoral initiative to better 

prevent impacts of significant rain events. Rainfall Ready NYC - DEP. Also mentioned usefulness of DSNY 

coming back to full capacity operations, that would prevent accumulation of debris onto the catchment 

basins. 

Questions from committee members and participants addressed: incentives for property owners to use 

permeable surface and expand green spaces, instead of paving open space (Deb Travis); obtaining waivers 

from Green Thumb via DEP; status of private drains responsibility (Jodie Colon); more information about green 

infrastructure grants for Kingsbridge, and access to rain barrells (Noel Manu). 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dep/whats-new/wait.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dep/whats-new/rainfall-ready-nyc.page
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DEP explained that every property has 2 service lines a sanitary/sewer line and a fresh drinking water line. 

Property owners are responsible for the section of the pipe on their property, and until the water main of the 

City. A DEP voluntary  “Service Line Protection Program” exists via the American Water Resources insurance 

coverage program, requiring a nominal annual fee. More information available here. Service Line Protection 

Program - DEP (nyc.gov) 

5. Old business 

Committee Chair informed about introduction of detailed information on the CB8 environmental justice areas 

in the CB8 Special Committee on Racial Equity June 2022 report. 

Deb Travis – suggested updates be requested from DEP on the status of work on the Reservoir – item to be 

added to a forthcoming meeting agenda. Item to be focus of November agenda. 

Jodie Colon – request to put links to the agenda items into minutes, as well as including presentations, and the 

zoom link recording; 

Laura Spalter – acknowledged the efforts of Pablo and staff to repair and upgrade the room, especially 

following the damage after hurricane Ida;  

6. New business 

Karen Argenti – informed about $3 Million allocation from Council Member Eric Dinowitz for the retaining wall 

at Shorefront Park to be repaired. 

Informed about meeting on 9/19/22 of CB8 members Dr. Robert Fanuzzi, Karen Argenti (community member) 

and Laura Spalter (CB8 Chair) with Tishman Speyer, developers of the Van Cortlandt Park South property block 

including the forthcoming SCA school project. The conversation highlighted the requirements for green 

infrastructure and the flood related risks for the project, particularly the “Unified Storm Water” rule that 

became effective in February 2022 – changing requirements for stormwater management on all new and 

redevelopment sites that discharge to City sewers. The developers will add 25 new trees as part of the project. 

This may be the first construction project in CB8 under this rule (area over 20,000 sf/threshold lowered from 1 

acre of soil). Questions raised about the location of the entrance, the placement of the 25 new trees that need 

to be planted, etc. Important as these rules will apply to future developments. This project was branded as 

“quality housing”. Issue to be followed up with land use and a follow-up presentation at the October meeting. 

Camelia Tepelus – budget items of E&S submitted last year, will be put forward for full Board vote in October; 

Karen Argenti – flagged the “grove” across from Amalgamated near Mosholu Ave as a green infrastructure 

project requiring design adjustments. With DEP having conversations regarding the Dickinson edge. 

Committee Chair – thanked everyone for participation. Meeting closed at 8:25pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Camelia Tepelus 

Environment & Sanitation Committee Chair 

Recording link: Environment & Sanitation Committee - Zoom 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dep/pay-my-bills/service-line-protection-program.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dep/pay-my-bills/service-line-protection-program.page
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/PoUNK_NzdU6wk-PUMKVYIWdeZ2zW8BrZg6jNQNes5yVdRlNeRVeGx0jRwEZdcrMfJEDii5vTiydnUX54.JZGTcalm4laTotrP?startTime=1663801268000
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DEP Presentation to CB8 E&S Committee, 9/21/22 
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