Minutes of the Youth Committee Meeting

Bronx Community Board 8
Monday, April 29, 2025, 6:30pm
Location: Bronx Community Board 8 Office, 5676 Riverdale Ave Bronx, NY 10471

YouTube Recording: https://youtu.be/WC0-d7WL17Q?si=4W8gnTSBebluP66u

Attendees

Committee Members in Attendance: (4) [ Ramdat Singh (Chair) Caesar Tobar Acosta,
Karen Walker, Kevin Wade

Absent Committee Members: (0)

The meeting was called to order at 6:33 pm.

1 Introduction of Committee Members and Guests

2. Approval of December 16, 2024, February 6, 2025 & March 17, 2025 Meeting Minutes

Minutes unanimously approved.

3. Chairperson’s Report

Welcome, everyone, to tonight’s youth committee meeting. I attended the Yankee award
ceremony with our District Manager, Farrah Kule Rubin, and celebrated our Yankee Leadership
Award winners.

4. Resolution on S134/A118 “Solutions, not Suspensions”

Resolution passed unanimously.

WHEREAS, every student in New York State deserves access to a high-quality education in a
fair and supportive learning environment; and

WHEREAS, exclusionary discipline practices, such as suspensions, disproportionately impact
Black, Latino, and students with disabilities, contributing to the school-to-prison pipeline; and

WHEREAS, data from the 2021-2022 school year shows that Black students in NYC were
suspended 3.8 times more than their white peers, and Latino students were suspended 76% more
than white students, highlighting racial disparities in school discipline; and


https://youtu.be/WC0-d7WL17Q?si=4W8gnTSBebIuP66u
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1n6534tY0rwrhlt9Ks2hCILJlsDOYlC_7unglFv0uoF4/edit#slide=id.g33dd836ed5f_0_261

WHEREAS, the frequent use of suspensions results in learning loss, higher dropout rates, and
negative long-term consequences for students, families, and communities, including those in
Bronx Community District 8; and

WHEREAS, restorative justice practices, counseling, mediation, and other positive behavioral
interventions have been shown to improve student outcomes, reduce conflicts, and create safer,
more inclusive school environments; and

WHEREAS, Solutions Not Suspensions S134, A118 is a bill sponsored by Senator Robert
Jackson and Assemblymember Michelle Solanges that seeks to reform school discipline policies
by ensuring that suspensions are used only as a last resort and that schools implement proven,
constructive alternatives; and

WHEREAS, this legislation aligns with the values of Bronx Community Board 8 by promoting
equitable access to education, reducing disparities in discipline, racial equity, and supporting the
success of all students, particularly those from historically marginalized communities; and

WHEREAS, that the Youth Committee of Bronx Community Board 8 strongly supports the
passage of the Solutions Not Suspensions Senate bill S134, Assembly bill A118, and urges the
New York State Legislature and Governor to enact this critical legislation; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Bronx Community Board 8 strongly supports the
passage of the Solutions Not Suspensions Senate bill S134, Assembly bill A118, and urges the
New York State Legislature and Governor to enact this critical legislation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Bronx Community Board 8 encourages the New York City
Department of Education and local school districts to adopt restorative disciplinary practices and
provide the necessary resources and training to ensure effective implementation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Bronx Community Board 8 will advocate for policies that
keep students engaged in learning, prioritize fairness in school discipline, foster racial equity in
the school system, and help build a stronger and more just education system for all students in
the Bronx and beyond.

In Favor: (4) R. Singh, C. Tobar Acosta, K. Wade, K. Walker
Abstentions: (0) Opposed: (0)

5. Comeback Kid Achievement Awards & Resolution

The Committee discussed the applications for the Comeback Kid Award and decided to award
three winners. The Comeback Kid Award Nominees will be approved at the May Board meeting,
and awards given out at the June Board Meeting.

The Committee was presented with a Resolution Awarding the Comeback Achievement Award,
and committee members had minor changes. The Resolution was unanimously passed.



WHEREAS, Community Board 8 seeks to recognize youth in the community who have
overcome these challenges, and;

WHEREAS, the Youth Committee has formulated the general criteria for selection as follows: is
for ANY young person who is at least 13 years of age and has not yet had their 24th birthday;

WHEREAS, the Youth Committee has determined the application will include the following;
nomination form, nominee’s narrative, Rationale and Description of Nominee’s demonstrated
success in overcoming challenge(s), Nominee’s resume, letter in support of the application, from
teachers, guidance counselors, coaches, club advisors, previous employers, family friends, or
neighbors, who have known the nominee for at least six months,

WHEREAS, the committee determined the application deadline is the second Friday of April;

WHEREAS, the Youth committee will present the nominations to the Executive and Full Board
at the May meetings, and if there is not a quorum at the full board meeting, the nominees will be
voted on at the next meeting where there is a quorum.

WHEREAS, the Youth Committee recommends presenting an annual Youth award to the
awardees at its June Board meeting.

Therefore, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Bronx Community Board 8 approves the
Youth Committee’s resolution to present the annual Youth award as mentioned above.

In Favor: (4) R. Singh, C. Tobar Acosta, K. Wade, K. Walker
Abstentions: (0) Opposed: (0)

6. Discussion of FY 2027 Priorities

The committee discussed the finalized list for expense budget items. The committee determined
the following order for its budget priorities.

FY 2027 FY 2026 Ranking

1 DYCD- Youth Workforce Development: 3
Sustain/ Expand Summer Youth
Employment Program (SYEP) for FY 2027.
Increase the number of applicants accepted:
consider support around transportation
barriers

3 DYCD- Jobs Programs for Young Adults 16
Expand both current and new job programs
for young adults (18-28) year-round




4 DYCD- Expand Programs to combat hate
crimes and bullying in order to protect
young people’s overall health

17

2 DYCD: College and Career Readiness

Programs
Increase funding for college and career

readiness programs for youth

New

7.01d Business

No Old Business was raised during this time.

8. New Business

No new business was raised during this time.

9. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.




