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Julie Reyes, Chairperson Vanessa L. Gibson, Bronx Borough President Farrah Kule Rubin, District Manager
MEETING MINUTES OF THE
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
MEETING INFORMATION
Date  May 21, 2024 Start Time | 7:00 PM End Time | 8:45 PM

Meeting Held At = 50" Police Precinct
Address | 3450 Kingsbridge Avenue
ATTENDANCE

Edward Green, Joy Campbell Priveterre, Mary Ellen Gibbs, Christopher Calhoun,

Laura Spalter Total 5

Present

Absent Total -

Captain Florentino (NYPD), Officer Conejo (NYPD), Officer Jamsheer (NYPD), Reina Mercader
Guests | (Tobala), Eric Harvey (Riverdale Press), Debora Allen (Guest), Glenn Encababian (Guest), Eugeania
Reyonlds (Guest), Ashley Medina (Guest), Gustavo Camilo (Guest), Lillian Lopez (Guest)

Chair Ed Green called the meeting to order at 7:00pm

1. Introduction of Committee Members and Guests

Roll Call of Committee Members. Committee members introduced themselves.
2. Approval of the April 16, 2024, Public Safety Committee Minutes

The minutes were approved unanimously.

3. NYPD Report (*See attached NYPD CompStat Report) —

Captain Florentino presented the NYPD CompStat report. Officer’s Conejo and Jamsheer were present. Issues
discussed:

e A car running unattended on 237" Street was stolen. Officers located the suspect in the vehicle. Suspect
rammed police car with vehicle on 237" Street and Henry Hudson Parkway and two Officers were
injured. Ongoing police investigation.

e Officer injured. Cut herself on a broken glass door while responding to a burglary alarm.

Serving the nejghborhoods of Fieldston, Kingsbridge, Kingsbridge Heights, Marble Hill, Riverdale, Spuyten Duyvil, and Van Cortlandt Village




e Report of domestic violence incident. Police did not respond for two-and-a-half hours due to lack of
available officers. 50" Precinct is short on personnel.

e 50" Precinct currently has only two police cars available on their AM tour.

e BXCBS can advocate for more resources for the S0 Precinct by contacting officials at One Police
Plaza.

e Male shot at 135 West Kingsbridge Avenue on May 14", Two male suspects. Detectives have a lead in
an ongoing police investigation.

e Resident complaint about homeless people in the area of 262" Street and Broadway approaching people
for money, trying to wash their windows and enter their homes.

e Resident complaints about barking dogs displaying aggressive behavior towards passers by at 5600
Riverdale Avenue.

e On May 8™ at 536 Kappock Street, two individuals were arrested and charged with two counts of
criminal possession of a controlled substance in the first and third degree. 25 pounds of fentanyl and
cocaine, $100,000 in cash and various drug packaging paraphernalia were confiscated by police.
Ongoing police investigation into wider drug selling operation.

e Tires are being stolen off cars on Arlington Avenue by the Riverdale Y. 50" Precinct policy is criminals
that commit these types of crimes need to be caught in the act. 50™ Precinct Officers will not pursue in a
car chase. Captain Florentino stated that chasing suspects for this type of crime unnecessarily risks the
lives of area residents and Officers.

e Lillian Lopez and Gustavo Camilo of New Visions High School Charter for the Humanities stated they
want to develop a closer relationship with Bronx Community Board 8 and the 50" Precinct because they
have public safety concerns for their students.

e Attempted student abduction by transient man at New Visions School.

e (Cars regularly doing doughnuts on pathway to New Visions School.

e Students at New Vision School getting sick and requiring hospitalization after using products from
nearby illegal smoke shops.

4. FDNY Report
No representative for FDNY attended the meeting.
5. NYS Liquor Authority: Renewals

Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider

Renia Mercader, a Representative of Tobala, located at 3732 Riverdale Avenue, appeared before the Public
Safety Committee to renew this establishment’s license for liquor, wine, beer & cider.

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior notable disturbances or
complaints at the location of this establishment.

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application.
Approve in favor (5): C. Calhoun, J. Campbell Priveterre, M. Gibbs, E. Green, L. Spalter

Opposed: 0 Abstained: 0



6. Old Business

Discussion: Update on Illegal Smoke Shops

Office of Cannabis Management is overworked, understaffed and under a tremendous amount of scrutiny from
the public and Governor Hochul. OCM has been ineffective at enforcing the law against illegal smoke shops.
Major personnel changes from the top down are occurring at OCM.

Over 1,200 legal cannabis businesses are still waiting for approval from OCM and are being delayed by OCM’s
inability to process their applications in a timely manner.

Councilwoman Gale Brewer was highly successful in shutting down one of the largest illegal smoke shops in
District 6 by coordinating with Department of Consumer and Worker Protection (which regulates tobacco).
Illegal smoke shops can be shut down more easily for tobacco (not cannabis). DCWP, in conjunction with the
Sherriff’s Department, can fine and padlock illegal smoke shops, but if businesses pay the fines they can
reopen. Fines range from $10,000 - $25,000.

Complaints from Riverdale Main Streets Alliance, Inc. and other area residents about suspected illegal cannabis
stores at 6048 Riverdale Avenue, 5782 Mosholu Avenue and 6677 Broadway. Offices of Councilman E.
Dinowitz and Assemblyman J. Dinowitz were notified of resident concerns about these businesses.

Five illegal smoke shops in the BXCBS area have been closed due to law enforcement operations.

A Department of Finance emergency regulation regarding cannabis businesses was passed by the New York
City Charter. It authorizes the City Sheriff to seal business that have had several inspection violations and/or
poses an imminent threat to public health, safety and welfare (as determined by the Sheriff’s Department).
Sherriff can issue civil summonses for selling or offering to sell cannabis where no license or permit has been

issued pursuant to New York State Cannabis Law.

It’s the DOF’s position that “unlicensed retail stores pose a risk to the public by selling unregulated cannabis
products that have the potential to cause physical illness to consumers.”

Complaints to NYPD’s Sherriftf’s Department will get illegal smoke shops put on an “inspection roster list” of
businesses that will be periodically inspected.

Public Safety Committee will obtain this list (if possible) and inform community members how to register
complaints about illegal businesses.

7. New Business

None.

8. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm

Minutes submitted by Public Safety Committee Chair Ed Green



Police Department
City of New York

Eric L. Ad
rchayorams Edward A. Caban
Police Commissioner
Volume 31 Number 20 Compstat 50th Precinct

Report Covering the Week
5/13/2024 Through 5/19/2024

Crime Complaints

Week to Date 28 Day Year to Date* 2 Year 14Year 31 Year
2024 2023 % Chg 2024 2023 % Chg 2024 2023 % Chg % Chg % Chg % Chg
Murder 0 1 -100.0 0 1 -100.0 1 3 -66.7 0.0 -66.7 -50.0
Rape 0 0 *¥xxx 2 1 100.0 3 6 -50.0 -72.7 0.0 -62.5
Robbery 1 5 -80.0 6 13 -53.8 58 58 0.0 -9.4 1.8 -76.1
Fel. Assault 6 7 -143 20 18 111 75 79  -5.1 17.2 66.7 -18.5
Burglary 3 1 200.0 13 12 83 49 69 -29.0 -14.0 6.5 -88.7
Gr. Larceny 8 17  -52.9 46 50 -80 278 250 11.2 14.9 122.4 70.6
G.LA. 6 6 0.0 20 18  11.1 132 120 10.0 16.8 175.0 -80.5
TOTAL 24 37 -35.14 107 113 -5.31 596 585 1.88 7.97 8226 -63.21
Transit 0 0 *¥xxx 1 1 0.0 2 5 -60.0 -33.3 -75.0 ok X
Housing 3 2 500 6 5 200 29 29 0.0 0.0 61.1 ok X
Petit Larceny 24 25 4.0 80 91 -12.1 416 409 1.7 0.0 28.8 Hokk %
Retail Theft 12 13 -7.7 37 44 -159 177 171 35 -20.3 okk % okk %
Misd. Assault 5 3 667 23 29 -20.7 122 121 0.8 -0.8 -6.9 okk %
UCR Rape* 1 0 *¥xxx 3 2 50.0 9 12 -25.0 -35.7 ok % ok %
Other Sex Crimes 0 1 -100.0 5 2 150.0 24 10 140.0 71.4 ok X ok X
Shooting Vic. 1 1 0.0 1 2 -50.0 2 2 0.0 -50.0 0.0 -33.3
Shooting Inc. 1 1 0.0 1 2 -50.0 2 2 0.0 -50.0 0.0 -33.3
Hate Crimes 0 1 -100.0 0 1 -100.0 1 2 -50.0 -80.0 okk % okk %
Traffic Statistics
Traffic Fatalities 0 0  Hwkx 0 0  F*xx 0 0  wkxx -100.0 ok % ok %
Historical Perspective
(Historical perspective is a complete calendar year of data.)
%Chg %Chg %Chg %Chg
1990 1993 1998 2001 2023 '23vs'01 '23vs'98 '23vs'93 '23vs'90
Murder 14 1 3 8 5 -37.5 66.7 -54.5 -64.3 Murder
Rape 36 24 22 21 8 -61.9 -63.6 -66.7 -77.8 Rape
Robbery 649 622 292 199 163 -18.1 -44.2 -73.8 -74.9 Robbery
Fel. Assault 230 271 146 147 197 34.0 349 -27.3 -143 Fel. Assault
Burglary 1,219 1,151 599 357 141 -60.5 -76.5 -87.7 -88.4 Burglary
Gr. Larceny 527 457 306 295 696 135.9 127.5 523 32.1 Gr. Larceny
G.LA. 2,408 1,786 917 458 354 -22.7 -61.4 -80.2 -85.3 G.LA.
TOTAL 5,083 4,322 2,285 1,485 1,564 5.3 -31.6 -63.8 -69.2 TOTAL

Figures are preliminary and subject to further analysis and revision.

As of January 2013, complaints occurring within the jurisdiction of the Department of Correction have been disaggregated from the
borough and precinct crime totals and are displayed separately on the Department of Correction CompStat page.

Unless otherwise noted, Crime statistics reflect New York State Penal Law ("NYSPL") definitions and differ from the crime categories used
by the FBI Uniform Crime Reporting Program. All Crime statistics are translated to Uniform Crime Reporting categories for submission to
the UCR Program.

* Uniform Crime Reporting ("UCR") Rape consists of all crimes defined in the FBI UCR definition of rape.

Prepared by
NYPD CompStat Unit CompSZ‘al‘
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