
(Pending Committee Approval) 

Bronx CB8 Environment & Sanitation Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: Wednesday, May 21, 2025 

Start Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: Board Office – 5676 Riverdale Ave, Suite 100, Bronx, NY 10471 

Meeting Recording 
 

1. Welcome & Roll Call 
a. Committee: 

i. Present (3): Daniel Rowen, Laura Spalter, Emily Hausman 

ii. Absent (4): Steven Froot, Karen Argenti (Community Committee Member), 
Robert Fanuzzi (Community Committee Member / on Zoom), Rob Spalter 
(Community Committee Member) 

b. Public: 

i. C. Tepelus, R. Martin 

2. Approval of Committee Minutes – April 16, 2025  

a. Unanimously approved by quorum.  

3. Chairperson’s Report 

a. FloodNet is an organization deploying flood water sensors throughout the city, 
and to request a location that frequently floods whenever it rains, we encourage 
everyone to visit this URL: 
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f1f4eb6214af4f47a8394fd0b7b96dd4  

b. Recent news that unfortunately the EPA has notified Fordham that they are 
rescinding the multimillion-dollar grant that went toward their Thriving 
Communities Grantmaking Program, which had prioritized underinvested 
communities who are overburdened by environmental stressors in EPA’s Region 
2—New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

c. Also see attached news articles relating to environmental and sanitation issues. 

4. Unfinished Business  

a. Harlem River Use and Attainability Assessment (UAA) Plan Next Steps  

https://youtu.be/jz6IC5E3pFY?si=-qrbDU9jqTfuRpyr
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f1f4eb6214af4f47a8394fd0b7b96dd4


i. Bob presented on this, explaining the background and current proposal.  
See Zoom for full discussion. 

ii. Committee unanimously approved resolution opposing reclassification. 

WHEREAS, Bronx Community Board 8 (CB8) has requested green infrastructure (GI) be built in 
the Bronx Community District 8 in the Harlem River Watershed to mitigate the impacts of combined 
sewer overflows polluting the Harlem River, exacerbating flooding in CB8, and degrading our water 
quality; and, 

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) requested that 
the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) prepare a study known as the 
Use Attainability Analysis (UAA) in lieu of a comprehensive and long-term plan to control CSOs into 
our waterbodies -- namely the Van Cortlandt Park Hester and Piero Mill Pond, Harlem and Hudson 
Rivers; and, 

WHEREAS, rather than protect primary contact recreation (PCR) as required by the Clean Water 
Act (CWA), the UAA recommends a reclassification to a standard whereby storms will limit swimming 
at least 30% of the 156 recreational season days. (See UAA page166); and,  

WHEREAS, the UAA report makes the assumption that the selected project to protect PCR is too 
expensive, because it would lead to an increase in water rates and adversely impact low-income 
residents,  

WHEREAS, there are countless adverse impact of “no action” by the agencies in protecting the 
waterbodies;1  and, 

WHEREAS, DEP has not yet provided sufficient GI projects outside of the Tibbetts Daylighting to 

mitigate CSOs into Harlem River2 – despite various alternatives outlined in the 2019 GI Consent 
Decree3;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that CB8 rejects the reclassification of the Harlem River; 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that CB8 encourages DEP to reengage the 
public though the long term control plan process and pursue alternative analysis to the present 
preferred option, that includes GI suited for the topography of CB8. 

 

1 Since the various consent decrees, the lack of a comprehensive plan to build small nature-based features such as green 

infrastructure (GI) from the top of the hills to the valleys has harmed the residents living in the Harlem River 
Watershed.   

2 Without looking how other places in the nation have dealt with using the smaller and more versatile method to control 

water quantity, as a control of the CSO valve from opening, should be prioritized.  This should include GIs in a tub and 
tying into the pipe for overflows, larger design for those that infiltration to capture 8-10 inches, etc. 

3 Some examples include green roofs, trees and tree boxes, pervious pavement, rain gardens, vegetated swales, planters, 

stormwater harvesting and reuse systems, and surface and subsurface stormwater storage systems that either perform as 
retention or slow-release detention systems.  Related sewer conveyance needed to connect a green infrastructure asset to 
sewer infrastructure is included as part of the “Green Infrastructure.”  II. CITYWIDE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROGAM page 5 GI Consent Decree 2023. 



iii. Resolution Urging the New York State Assembly and Senate to Pass the 
Packaging Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure Act (Senate Bill 1464 / 
Assembly Bill 1749)  

• Laura has issues, committee voted to postpone any vote and 
further discussion until June meeting. 

5. New Business  

a. Discussion of DOT's Bailey Ave Redesign Plans as Recently Presented to 
T&T/Exec  

i. Bob discusses that there are two separate projects, one at the corner of 
Van Cortlandt Park South and Bailey, and the other extending down Bailey 
to 225th Street.  These redesigns are coinciding with resurfacing that was 
already scheduled for this summer. 

ii. BCEQ was upset by the original proposal, as shown, which appeared to 
show new concrete islands in place of trees and other greenery.  
However, when this was brought up to DOT at the Exec meeting, they 
explained that the plans shown for down Bailey Ave were not finalized and 
that they would not be removing any trees or tree boxes as part of the 
project, in fact, they planned to add new tree boxes were appropriate and 
maintain the current ones, specifically calling out the triangle at W 234th, 
which will be preserved. 

6. Adjournment at 8:30pm 
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_̀àbcdèbcfghifdbjklldmbnolpdqbrfgsbtouubkpbvkpqosbgiogbobhlfgfhoubdpwflkpxdpgou
mgyqsbofxdqbogbldmgklfpzbgidbtoludxbcfwdlbfmbogblfm{bk|bukmfpzb|dqdloub|ypqfpzbypudmm
gidbhfgsbmgdembyè
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