
Bronx CB8 Environment & Sanitation Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

Start Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: Board Office - 5676 Riverdale Ave, Suite 100, Bronx, NY 10471 

Meeting Recording 

1. Welcome & Roll Call
a. Committee:

i. Present: L. Spalter, D. Rowen, E. Hausman, R. Spalter, M. Lewis

ii. Zoom: K. Argenti and R. Fanuzzi

iii. Absent: S. Froot

b. Public via Zoom: E. Ardizzone from NYCDEP, Z. Sesay-Harrell 

2. Chairperson’s Report

a. See attached news articles relating to environmental and sanitation issues that
were passed around during the meeting:

i. https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2025/09/18/nyc-homeowners-
could-get-cash-back-for-their-trash-bins

ii. https://gothamist.com/news/gov-hochul-angers-environmentalists-with-
walk-back-of-climate-policies

iii. https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/09/20/epa-
scientists-research-publications/

iv. https://gothamist.com/news/climate-change-could-make-algal-blooms-
more-common-in-hudson-river-scientists-say

v. https://www.riverdalepress.com/stories/bceq-panel-pushes-nature-
based-climate-solutions-for-nyc,199370

3. Q&A With DEP

a. W. 254th Street SWPPP questions for DEP

i. Effie via phone reporting that they are awaiting DDC releasing the SWPPP,
which will then get approved by DOT and DEP at that time.  She felt

https://youtu.be/FaRfbrmZo9M?si=hI_Qb0dqoEvL3gfP
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optimistic that they would have a good plan for upgraded stormwater and 
sewer capacity split between two new pipes. 

ii. Karen questioned about the drains at the bottom of the hill, which are not
DEP’s, but maybe MTA’s, and if they are part of this project.

4. Approval of Committee Minutes – September 17, 2025

a. Unanimously approved by quorum, just adding Micole Lewis to committee 
members present.

5. Unfinished Business

i. Broadway Corridor Walkthrough Follow-up

1. Laura reporting on agencies and people who participated in the 
Halloween walk-through.  She said they found litter throughout, 
but mostly because it gets caught around the MTA construction 
materials and then blows all around.  The worst mess, however, 
was found around NYCHA units in their fenced-in trash collecting 
areas, which are often overflowing, especially the one on 
Broadway.  They spoke with many businesses, and their concerns 
were mostly security and impeded foot traffic due to the 
construction materials.  Currently MTA is working on the elevated 
tracks at every intersection along the corridor, but that is at least 
temporary.  MTA contractors should do a better job cleaning up 
after themselves each night, especially sweeping around their 
equipment that’s left in the middle of the streets.

ii. W. 254th Project Further Discussion

1. Committee brings up S. Froot’s concerns about narrowing of the 
roadway due to creating a sidewalk on each side, though DOT 
insists there will still be two 12’ travel lanes, one in each direction. 
Because they are planning to place those sidewalks in land 
currently encroached by front yards.  The committee is looking 
forward to reviewing the SWPPP, once it is finalized by DDC.

2. Bob Fanuzzi is concerned about the strong flow of stormwater 
eroding the sides of the road, as is currently happening.

3. The new split sewers should increase stormwater sewer capacity 
and add green infrastructure to improve conditions.



iii. FY28 Budget Requests, Early Discussion 

1. Awaiting departmental responses to our prior budget requests. 

iv. Better Bottles Bill next steps (NY S237 & A6353) 

1. Will have to follow-up and see if they have been re-introduced 
under new numbers yet.  Committee also wonders where the new 
deposit fees will go, but approves of the plan to expand bottle 
deposits to more types of bottles.  For more information, see this 
page: https://www.bottlebill40.org/  

6. New Business  

a. Community member from Kingsbridge Heights via Zoom, Z. Sesay-Harrell, brings 
up issues with DSNY issuing multiple sanitation-related tickets, which she 
believes are retaliatory.  She accuses developers in the area trying to intimidate 
and harass homeowners they want to buy homes from.  She was told to bring the 
tickets to her city councilmember and pass the information along to the 
Community Board office for follow-up. 

7. Adjournment at 9pm 

 

Minutes submitted by D. Rowen, Chair, Environment & Sanitation Committee  

https://www.bottlebill40.org/
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