
Environment & Sanitation Committee Meeting Minutes 
Bronx Community Board 8 

Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
Location: Board Office - 5676 Riverdale Ave, Suite 100, Bronx, NY 10471 

Start Time: 7:00 PM 

Meeting Recording 

1. Welcome & Roll Call
a. Committee:

i. Present (4): L. Spalter, D. Rowen, E. Hausman, S. Froot, M. Lewis

ii. Zoom (2): R. Fanuzzi, K. Argenti

iii. Absent (1): R. Spalter

b. Public: S. Haven, A. Hope, M. Koenig, J. Lovelace, J. Carroll, J. Colon, C. Tepelus

2. Approval of Committee Minutes – June 18, 2025

a. Unanimously approved by quorum.

3. Chairperson’s Report

a. See attached news articles relating to environmental and sanitation issues that 
were passed around during the meeting:

i. https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2025/09/maha-moment-nyc-
council-bill-would-ban-fluoride-drinking-water/408156/

ii. https://www.theverge.com/science/757084/data-purge-climate-
change-environmental-justice-trump

iii. https://www.engadget.com/science/will-the-un-finally-broker-a-treaty-
to-end-plastic-pollution-130022025.html

4. Unfinished Business

a. Jerome Park Reservoir Updates

i. According to the June 2025 Quarterly Update, there may be water 
returning to the north basin of the Jerome Park Reservoir as soon as 
October.  See attached newsletter for further information and updates.

b. NY & NJ Harbor & Tributaries Focus Area Feasibility Study

https://youtu.be/XVhKdFpx9L0?si=f--Pdsd45TLLNkUz
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2025/09/maha-moment-nyc-council-bill-would-ban-fluoride-drinking-water/408156/
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2025/09/maha-moment-nyc-council-bill-would-ban-fluoride-drinking-water/408156/
https://www.theverge.com/science/757084/data-purge-climate-change-environmental-justice-trump
https://www.theverge.com/science/757084/data-purge-climate-change-environmental-justice-trump
https://www.engadget.com/science/will-the-un-finally-broker-a-treaty-to-end-plastic-pollution-130022025.html
https://www.engadget.com/science/will-the-un-finally-broker-a-treaty-to-end-plastic-pollution-130022025.html


i. Karen reported on an Army Corp of Engineers flooding study on the 
Harlem River to build a wall on the Manhattan side from around E. 149th 
Street to E. 167th Street, but that it has been put on hold pending 
community input. 

1. To read the full report: 
https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Portals/37/NAN%20-
%2005%20-%20NYNJHATS%20-%20Draft%20Report%20-
%20Draft%20Report%20V3_1.pdf  

2. Laura and Camelia point out this was objected to years ago and 
both lament that they could not have come up with a better, 
possibly modular design instead. 

c. Better Bottles Bill 

i. Hopefully there can be a vote on this in January. 

5. New Business  

a. FY 2028 Budget Requests Early Discussion 

i. As previously linked, we should request as many Floodnet sensors as 
appropriate to cover areas with frequent flooding in our district.  To 
request a new sensor location, go here: 
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f1f4eb6214af4f47a8394fd0b7b96dd
4 

ii. Laura mentions catch basin replacements as a new budget item. 

b. Cross-Community Collaboration to Address Broadway Corridor Conditions 

i. The Kingsbridge BID should be invited to next Public Safety meeting, 
unfortunately no such BID exists for the commercial stretch in Marble Hill 
from W. 225th up to W. 230th. 

ii. Jodi notes she’s already sent photos of NYCHA’s trash along Broadway 
that is overflowing frequently. 

iii. Camelia remembers counsel members funding a litter patrol for 
businesses and also reminds us that businesses must all contract with 
approved providers for our new commercial trash zones. 

iv. As is frequently pointed out, 311 is our best resource for reporting issues 
and hopefully getting them addressed.  Everyone is encouraged to report 

https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Portals/37/NAN%20-%2005%20-%20NYNJHATS%20-%20Draft%20Report%20-%20Draft%20Report%20V3_1.pdf
https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Portals/37/NAN%20-%2005%20-%20NYNJHATS%20-%20Draft%20Report%20-%20Draft%20Report%20V3_1.pdf
https://www.nan.usace.army.mil/Portals/37/NAN%20-%2005%20-%20NYNJHATS%20-%20Draft%20Report%20-%20Draft%20Report%20V3_1.pdf
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f1f4eb6214af4f47a8394fd0b7b96dd4
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f1f4eb6214af4f47a8394fd0b7b96dd4
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/f1f4eb6214af4f47a8394fd0b7b96dd4


trash and other conditions and if they are not addressed, pass the ticket # 
onto the Community Board Office.  Other resources for requesting new 
trash cans are as follows: 

1. Here is the map you can check for currently placed trash bins: 
https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Environment/DSNY-Litter-Basket-
Map-/d6m8-cwh9  

2. Then, if there is an appropriate location (on a commercial street 
corner along collection routes) the form to request a new bin is 
here: https://portal.311.nyc.gov/sr-step/?id=14dc6ae8-03aa-f011-
aa44-6045bd7b4ab9&stepid=6244a302-8d58-e811-a836-
000d3a33b56b  

3. Additionally, if there is a section of sidewalk (or street 18" out from 
the sidewalk) that's especially messy and not being cleaned up by 
the adjacent business, there's a separate form for reporting 
"sidewalk slobs" https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/what-we-
do/cleaning/sidewalk-slobs-contact.page  

c. Community Questions: 

i. Community members present bring up an issue with their landlord paving 
a tree box around a living tree.  They have filed 311 complaints and talked 
to Parks Dept as well as DSNY, but no tickets have been issued, and the 
issue has not changed.  They worry the tree roots will not get enough 
water, and it will suffocate and die. 

1. They would like to get an arborist to look at the tree (located at W. 
239th and Hudson Manor Terrace) to assess health risks to the tree. 

2. Jodi mentions previous tree mutilations and advises they email 
treewatch@parks.nyc.gov to contact their arborist. 

3. The Parks Dept has a map of all street trees that can be accessed 
here: https://tree-map.nycgovparks.org/  

ii. Jodi also brings up that DSNY is planning to focus more on the “Reduce” 
in “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” and asks if DSNY is going to come to a future 
committee meeting to discuss how effective CB8 is at recycling and 
organics separation. 

https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Environment/DSNY-Litter-Basket-Map-/d6m8-cwh9
https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Environment/DSNY-Litter-Basket-Map-/d6m8-cwh9
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/sr-step/?id=14dc6ae8-03aa-f011-aa44-6045bd7b4ab9&stepid=6244a302-8d58-e811-a836-000d3a33b56b
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/sr-step/?id=14dc6ae8-03aa-f011-aa44-6045bd7b4ab9&stepid=6244a302-8d58-e811-a836-000d3a33b56b
https://portal.311.nyc.gov/sr-step/?id=14dc6ae8-03aa-f011-aa44-6045bd7b4ab9&stepid=6244a302-8d58-e811-a836-000d3a33b56b
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/what-we-do/cleaning/sidewalk-slobs-contact.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dsny/what-we-do/cleaning/sidewalk-slobs-contact.page
mailto:treewatch@parks.nyc.gov
https://tree-map.nycgovparks.org/


iii. Steven brings up the next T&T meeting where they will be discussing the 
redesign of W. 254th Street in regard to CSO resiliency plans. 

6. Adjournment at 8:54pm 

 

Minutes submitted by Daniel Rowen, Chair, Environment & Sanitation Committee 



RECONSTRUCTION NEWSLETTER  
Bureau of Public Affairs 
 

Bronx, NY                                                              June 2025 Quarterly Update 

Eric Adams 
Mayor 
Rohit Aggarwala 
Commissioner 

 

DEP Website 

www.nyc.gov/dep 

 

 

Jerome Park Reservoir and 
Aqueduct  Rehabi l i tat ion  
3055 Goulden Avenue               Project: JRAQ-REH 
Bronx, NY 10468 

The Jerome Park Reservoir is a raw water reservoir supplying 
raw water to the Croton Filtration Plant. The primary purpose 
of the JRAQ-REH construction contract is to rehabilitate and 
upgrade components of the Jerome Park Reservoir and to 
maintain the reservoir in a state of good repair.  
 

  

Application of Shotcrete on North Basin East Wall 

Project Scope 

Construction of a Diversion Structure and filling the Old Croton 
Aqueduct (OCA) with Controlled Low Strength Material 
(CLSM), repair of leaks in the East Reservoir Wall, demolition 
of the existing fence along the East Reservoir Wall and 
construction of a new fence and guide rail, repair of the 
Lehman College Parking Lot retaining wall, repair of an existing 
rubble wall along the South Reservoir Access Road, repair and 
reinforcement of the North Basin Ramp, shotcrete repair of 
the North Basin inlet archway and wing walls, resetting of the 
East Reservoir Wall capstones, re-pointing of the East 
Reservoir Wall dimension stones, construction of a shotcrete 
armor wall along lower half of East Reservoir Wall (North and 
South Basins), and removal / replacement of the reservoir 
asphalt access roadways. 
 
Contract Work Schedule 
May 2021 to December 2026 

 
 

 
Work Performed During the Period 

 Installed fall protection fence posts and anchors along the 
East Road GH5 to GH 7. 

 Completed coring of capstones for Lehman College Wall. 

 Completed the installation of guide rail posts on the north 
side of GH5. 

 Continued with Lehman College retaining wall repairs with 
excavation for new knee wall and placement of low 
strength concrete. 

 Commenced shotcrete application for North Basin Armor 
Wall on 5/19/2025. 

 
Upcoming Work Activities (Next 3 Months) 
 Complete Lehman College Retaining Wall repairs. 

 Complete sediment removal from the North Basin.  

 Complete capstone installation on the north side of 
Gatehouse 5 and East Roadway restoration work. 

 Complete the installation of guide rail and chain link fall 
protection fence along the East Road from GH5 to GH 7. 

 Complete installation of shotcrete for North Basin Armor 
Wall and Shaft 21.  

 
Work Hours 

 Regular work hours: 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday to Friday. 

 Extended hours for shotcrete application - low noise 
activity - last hour will be for clean-up: 7:00 AM – 6:00 PM, 
Monday to Friday and 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM on Saturdays 
(only as necessary). 
 

Community Impacts 

During construction hours, you can expect the following: 

 Intermittent elevated levels of noise. 

 Delivery trucks to use construction entrances on 

Sedgewick Avenue (north end of reservoir) and West 

197th Street (south end of reservoir). Flag persons will be 

utilized for maintenance and protection of vehicular and 

pedestrian traffic. 

 No water in North Basin during the construction period. 

o North Basin forecast to be out of service (empty) until 

October 2025. 

Community Construction Liaison (CCL) 

The DEP has assigned Robert Vargo, PE, CCM of Arcadis as the 

Community Construction Liaison (CCL) for this project.  Please 

contact Robert Vargo for any project related inquiries/concerns. 

Phone: (917) 567-6660 

Email:  Robert.Vargo@arcadis.com 

http://www.nyc.gov/dep
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qrYo_od_vYcZ[Z_cỲ[cYZXY[nnv_ccYZa_Yzŝ̂Ŷlz_Y\x\̂_YXzYk̂[cZl\cpYzvXoYkvXns\ZlXeYZX
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