
BRONX COMMUNITY BOARD 8 
 

5676 Riverdale Avenue ◆ Suite 100 ◆ Bronx, New York 10471-2194 
P: (718) 884-3959 F: (718) 796-2763 E: bx08@cb.nyc.gov 

https://cbbronx.cityofnewyork.us/cb8/ 
 

Julie Reyes, Chairperson Vanessa L. Gibson, Bronx Borough President Farrah Kule Rubin, District Manager 

 

 

Serving the neighborhoods of Fieldston, Kingsbridge, Kingsbridge Heights, Marble Hill, Riverdale, Spuyten Duyvil, and Van Cortlandt Village 
 

 

 
MEETING MINUTES OF THE 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
(Subject to Committee Approval) 

MEETING INFORMATION 

Date February 17, 2026 Start Time 7:00 PM End Time 9:05 PM 

Meeting Held At NYPD 50th Precinct 

Address 3450 Kingsbridge Avenue, Bronx, NY 10463 

ATTENDANCE 

Present 

Edward Green (Chair), Laura Spalter (Vice Chair), Angel Ortega (Vice Chair),  

Carol Blake, Michael Courtney (CCM), Margaret Della, Althea Eboh, Nick Fazio,  

Debra Harris, Laura Levine-Pinedo  

Total 10 

Absent None Total 0 

Guests 

Seargent Kresback (NYPD), Detective Jamsheer (NYPD), Fire Battalion Chief Walters (FDNY), Zach 

(FDNY), Gemmy Quelliz (Bokagua), Tanvir Singh (3 Guys Canna LLC), Don Angst (Guest), Efrain 

DeJesus (Guest), Merritt Claude (Guest), Joe Ben-Meir (Guest), Camelia Tepelus (Guest), Mark 

Gilhooley (Guest), Ann Marie Woods (Guest), Gerard Woods (Guest) 

 
Chair Ed Green called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 

 

1. Introduction of Committee Members and Guests  

 

Roll Call of Committee Members. Committee members introduced themselves.  

 

2. Approval of the January 20th, 2026, Public Safety Committee Minutes   

 

The January 20th Public Safety Committee minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

3. NYPD Report (*See attached NYPD CompStat Report, Quality of Life Team Report, Traffic Report) – 

 

Seargent Kresback read the NYPD CompStat report. Issues discussed: 

 

• Three youths were shot and 1 was killed on 2/11/26 at West 238th Street & Broadway. A 17-year-old 

was arrested on 2/14/26 and charged with murder, two counts of attempted murder, manslaughter, two 

counts of assault and three counts of criminal possession of a loaded firearm. 3 other suspects are being 

sought. A prayer vigil will be held on West 238th Street & Broadway on 2/18/26 at 5pm for Christopher 

Redding, the 16-year-old JFK student that was shot and killed. The 13-year-old girl and 15-year-old boy 

that were shot are in stable condition.  



• Bronx DA Darcel Clark will be invited to the March 17th Public Safety Committee meeting to discuss 

the incident, youth violence, and how young criminals are prosecuted in family court and criminal court. 

Felonies sometimes go to criminal court; other criminal offenses are directed to juvenile family court. In 

2018, New York’s “Raise the Age” legislation increased the age of criminal responsibility, typically 

from 16 to 18. Increased reoffending rates are concerning.    

• A 16-year-old boy was slashed in the neck, and a 14-year-old boy was stabbed in the abdomen on 

Sedgwick Avenue near West 231st Street on 2/11/26. Two suspects are being sought by police.  

• On 1/28/26, 4 teenagers were taken into custody for vandalism and attacking a store employee of the C-

Town supermarket on Mosholu Avenue. Juveniles were released to their guardians. No arrests were 

made. Weekly incidents of vandalism, theft and harassment involving teenagers at C-Town have been 

occurring for months. Residents voiced concern about youths facing little to no consequences for crime.  

• Police Commissioner announced the NYPD will be realigning the Bronx command structure by creating 

2 patrol boroughs: Bronx North and Bronx South. The change will take place later this Spring. Initial 

reports are that more Officers will be added to the Bronx and Community Board 8 area.  

• Resident disputed parking tickets he received and stated they were unwarranted. Officer guided him 

through incident protocol, individually assisted him and recorded his complaint.  

•  50th Precinct stated many of the crimes being committed in the area are by repeat offenders and 7 of the 

9 criminals with the highest rate of recidivism are currently locked up in City custody.  

• Exotics smoke shop at 5586 Broadway was inspected by the Sherrif’s Department and 2 summonses 

were issued but none for the sale of cannabis.  

• Resident concerned about traffic safety near PS 81 School. Husband hit by car at the intersection of 

254th Street & Riverdale Avenue. States she notified City Councilman and State Assemblyman about her 

concerns about child safety and requests for additional traffic safety personnel at the location.  

• 2 dead and 1 critically injured in murder suicide at 2500 Johnson Avenue on 1/22/26. A 55-year-old man 

shot and killed his 59-year-old sister and critically wounded his 86-year-old mother before shooting and 

killing himself. Committee discussed raising awareness about mental health issues as a matter of public 

safety, what role mental health treatment facilities have in improving public safety, and potentially 

collaborating with the Community Board Health and Hospitals Committee.  

• Student Reporter complaint about multiple noise incidents involving fraternity Delta Kappa Epsilon at 

Manhattan University.  

• Resident report of abandoned and Illegally parked vehicles on the streets for lengthy periods of time. 

Resident states people erase markings on cars marked for towing, so authorities won’t know they’re 

supposed to be towed.  

• On 1/30/26 a man was reportedly laying in the street at 262nd Street and Broadway when he was run 

over by a car and dragged into Yonkers before being discovered underneath the car by the driver. The 

man was in critical condition at Jacoby Hospital at last report. The incident is currently under 

investigation.  

 

4. FDNY Report 

 

Battalion Chief Walters had to leave the meeting early because of an emergency at an undisclosed location. The 

FDNY statistical report was given to the committee: 

 

In the Bronx Community Board 8 area for the month of January 2026 there were  

26 structural fires, 9 non-structural fires, 321 medical emergencies and 313 non-medical emergencies.  

 

Cars parked in front of fire hydrants were up 157% in the last 6 months in New York. In response, 10 criminal 

summonses were issued to people with cars blocking fire hydrants. Any person receiving this type of summons 

must appear before a Judge in criminal court and is subject to criminal prosecution. Fines varying from $2,500 - 

$4,000 were imposed by Judges. 



 

5. FDNY Fire Safety Workshop 

 

Topics discussed: 

 

• Fire facts & statistics 

• Common causes of fires (cooking, e-bikes, electrical, smoking, heaters) 

• Proper usage of lithium batteries  

• Smoke and combination alarms 

• Knowing the type of building you live in 

• Escape plans, based on the type of building you live in 

• Closing doors if there is a fire 

• Importance of obtaining a fire extinguisher in your home (various types) 

• Overloading power strips 

 

FDNY does not advise use of electric heaters or electric blankets.  

 

Nothing that makes things hot or cold (ex. microwave, electrical heater, air-conditioner, hair dryer) should be 

plugged into an extension cord. Special extension cords that provide greater safety are available for various 

appliances.  

 

FDNY advised people to hire a licensed Electrician or HVAC professional to modify electrical outlets, if 

necessary. It’s a better option than overloading electrical power strips with multiple electrical appliances.  

 

Fire Safety Education number given out by presenter: (718) 281-3870 

 

For more information on fire safety awareness and outreach: fdnyfoundation.org  

 

6. NYS Liquor Authority (SLA): Renewal Applications 

 

Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Caridad Restaurant, located at 135-45 Kingsbridge Road, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their 

license for liquor, wine, beer and cider.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (10): C. Blake, M. Courtney, M. Della, A. Eboh, N. Fazio, E. Green, D. Harris,  

L. Levine-Pinedo, A. Ortega, L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

 

 

 



Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Van Cortlandt Park Golf Course, located at 115 Van Cortlandt Park South, applied to the Public Safety 

Committee to renew their license for liquor, wine, beer and cider.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (10): C. Blake, M. Courtney, M. Della, A. Eboh, N. Fazio, E. Green, D. Harris,  

L. Levine-Pinedo, A. Ortega, L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Blackstone Bar & Grill, located at 3713 Riverdale Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew 

their license for liquor, wine, beer and cider.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (10): C. Blake, M. Courtney, M. Della, A. Eboh, N. Fazio, E. Green, D. Harris,  

L. Levine-Pinedo, A. Ortega, L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

7. NYS Liquor Authority (SLA): Alteration Applications 

 

Gemmy Quelliz, Owner of Bokagua, located at 3541-3543 Riverdale Avenue, appeared before the Public Safety 

Committee to apply for an alteration to her business.  

 

The applicant stated she planned to expand the business and operate out of 3543 Riverdale Avenue, the retail 

space adjacent to their restaurant, as well as their current location 3541 Riverdale Avenue. 

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (10): C. Blake, M. Courtney, M. Della, A. Eboh, N. Fazio, E. Green, D. Harris,  

L. Levine-Pinedo, A. Ortega, L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

 

 

 



8. NYS Office of Cannabis Management (OCM): New Establishment License  

 

3 Guys Canna LLC: 6677 Broadway - Retail Dispensary Premises License 

 

Tanvir Singh, a representative of 3 Guys Canna LLC, appeared before the Public Safety Committee to apply for 

a Retail Dispensary Premises License at 6677 Broadway.  

 

The committee distributed flyers of the Public Safety meeting agenda in nearby residential and commercial 

units, notifying residents of their opportunity to attend the meeting and express their views.  

 

Bronx Community Board 8 received 31 emails from community residents in opposition to 3 Guys Canna LLC, 

in contrast to 0 statements of support, and additional residents spoke at the Public Safety Committee meeting 

and urged the Board to disapprove the application.  

 

Residents stated 6677 Broadway was an inappropriate location for a cannabis retail business because it would 

be adjacent to a 130 men’s homeless shelter and have a disparate impact on a vulnerable population and 

potentially exacerbate mental health and substance use disorders. 

 

Residents stated additional reasons for their opposition, including: the business would be across the street from 

a children’s playing field in Van Cortlandt Park; a more appropriate location for the business would be in a 

commercial corridor instead of a residential neighborhood; the business will be adjacent to a bus stop used by 

children during school days; parking is practically nonexistent in the area and double parked cars will create a 

traffic jam near the city line where buses park and make U-turns regularly. 

 

3 Guys Canna LLC is the third applicant to apply for an OCM license at this location since 2023 and the 

previous two applicants withdrew their applications.  

 

In December of 2023, Bronx Community Board 8 passed a resolution recommending that recreational 

marijuana dispensaries not be sited less than 500 feet from community facilities such as homeless or migrant 

shelters, libraries, or parks. 

 

The Public Safety Committee voted unanimously to disapprove this application.  

 

Approve in favor (of disapproval) (10): C. Blake, M. Courtney, M. Della, A. Eboh, N. Fazio, E. Green,  

D. Harris, L. Levine-Pinedo, A. Ortega, L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

9. Old Business 

 

Update: 311 Flyer and Web Information: 

 

A rough draft of a 311 informational flyer was created. The committee will finalize a flyer appropriate for 

distribution.  

 

Committee gathered various 311 informational material. Committee will evaluate material and summarize it in 

the most effective and practical way for public distribution.    

 

Committee will work with Bronx Community Board 8 Staff to enhance social media platforms and increase 

visibility of 311 information. 

 



FY28 Budget Priority Requests: 

 

Budget timeline changed by Budget Committee Chair. Committee will have an additional month to finalize 

budget items. 

 

Agency response document was received on 2/17/26. Committee will review and consider agency responses 

when submitting requests.  

 

Committee is still awaiting the 50th Precinct budgetary item list for FY28, including a list of new Argus cameras 

added after February 25th, 2025.  

 

Additional lighting around the Jerome Avenue Reservoir was suggested as a potential budget item.  

 

More tow trucks are needed to remove abandoned and illegally parked vehicles. Available funds for private 

towing contracts were discussed as a possible budget item.  

 

10. New Business 

 

None. 

 

11. Adjournment  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05pm 

 

Minutes submitted by Public Safety Committee Chair Ed Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


