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MEETING MINUTES OF THE 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

MEETING INFORMATION 

Date May 20, 2025 Start Time 7:00 PM End Time 8:45 PM 

Meeting Held At 50th Police Precinct 

Address 3450 Kingsbridge Avenue 

ATTENDANCE 

Present 
Edward Green (Chair), Laura Spalter (Vice Chair), Debbie Allen, Angel Ortega,  

Jyll Townes, Kevin Wade 
Total 6 

Absent Carol Blake, Joy Campbell Priveterre, Margaret Della, Nick Fazio, Mary Ellen Gibbs Total 5 

Guests 

NCO Sergeant Kresback (NYPD), Detective Jamsheer (NYPD), Lieutenant Rosa (NYC Sheriff 

Department), Isabella Geroux (Public Relations Bureau, City of New York), Eleanor Shotton (Wave 

Hill), Christopher Cacace (Troy A Benson), Robert Cacace (Troy A Benson), Ehud Cafri (Troy A 

Benson), Dmitry Cafri (Troy A Benson), David Winer (Troy A Benson), Shimon Borobinsky (Troy A 

Benson), Felice Sontupe (Guest), Josef Solan (Guest), Christine Noh (Guest), Mike Courtney (Guest), 

Kristen Peters (Guest), Oliver Rivera (Guest), Anthony Lau (Guest), Katy Diaz-Espinal (Guest), Richard 

Espinal (Guest) 

 
The meeting was delayed because the room was occupied by a blood drive event. A conference room in the 

shelter adjacent to the Precinct was used as an alternative location.  

 

Chair Ed Green called the meeting to order at 7:15pm 

 

1. Introduction of Committee Members and Guests  

 

Roll Call of Committee Members. Committee members introduced themselves.  

 

2. Approval of the April 15th, 2025, Public Safety Committee Minutes   

 

The minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

3. Guest Speaker: NYC Sheriff’s Office – Illegal Smoke Shops (with Q&A) 

 

Lieutenant Rosa of the New York City Sheriff’s Department gave a presentation about illegal smoke shops, 

followed by questions and answers from the committee and public. Discussion included:  

 



• Factors determining which smoke shops are prioritized for investigation by law enforcement: A list of 

priority stores is compiled based on various factors including complaints about marketing towards 

children, sales to minors and operating near schools and houses of worship. 

• Illegal smoke shop statistics in the 50th Precinct: 112 locations; 68 completed investigations; 9 sealed 

locations; 2 million dollars in fines (civil penalties) 

• Once an establishment is sealed it must be sealed for 1 year. 

• Fines range from $5,000-$50,000 

• Task force to investigate illegal smoke shops began in May 2024.  

• Having more cannabis than every other item in the store is grounds for sealing the business.  

• Landlords can evict tenants operating illegal smoke shops 

• Sheriff’s Department working closely with 311  

• The best way to get illegal smoke shops investigated is to contact the Sheriff’s Department directly and 

make a detailed complaint 

• Residents wishing to complain about illegal smoke shops were encouraged to contact the Sheriff’s 

Department at (718) 707-2100 

 

Residents were encouraged to go online to the 311 website and search for Cannabis Retail Sale Complaint 

where people can find information about reporting problems about cannabis sales and products to the Office of 

the Sheriff such as: 

 

• Unlicensed dispensaries 

• Illegal locations, including businesses operating within 500 feet and on the same block of any building 

that is exclusively used as a school; within 200 feet and on the same block of a house of worship 

• Sales to minors under 21 in the past 

• Product concerns, including improper, misleading, or unsafe labels or packaging 

• Suspicious activity involving cannabis being sold from a business or a vehicle labeled as selling 

cannabis 

 

Complaints can be anonymously reported by email or phone:  

 

By Email: Send a message to smokeshopcomplaints@sheriff.nyc.gov.  

 

By Phone: Call 311 or 212-NEW-YORK (212-639-9675) to report the problem. 

 

The Sheriff’s Office will review the complaint and may: Investigate the situation; inspect the business; issue 

warnings, citations, and fines; padlock illegal shops 

 

4. NYPD Report (*See attached NYPD CompStat Report) – 

 

Newly appointed NCO Sgt. Nick Kresback of the 50th Precinct introduced himself and read the NYPD 

CompStat report. Issues discussed: 

 

• Vehicle selling narcotics at 231st Street & Broadway. On 4/18/25 vehicle was taken into custody and 

narcotics were confiscated.  

• Resident complaint about vehicles parked illegally at Fort Four Park, playing loud music on weekends 

and weeknights.  

• 50th Pct has midnight team of officers that work from 9pm-5am. 

• Resident complaint of persistent noise and drinking at the bottom of the step street by 3119 Baily 

Avenue. 

mailto:smokeshopcomplaints@sheriff.nyc.gov
tel:%20311
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• Resident complaint of noise and drinking in Van Cortlandt Park by the Mobile Gas Station on 

Broadway.  

• Resident complaints about drug sales at various locations: 171 W 231st Street; 230th Street & Albany 

Crescent; 238th Street & Bailey Avenue 

• Multiple resident complaints of 4 illegal car washes at 6393 Broadway, 6469 Broadway, 261st Street & 

Broadway, Mosholu Ave & Broadway 

• Resident complaint of people sleeping in Van Cortlandt Park by 261st Street and Broadway: Described 

as homeless encampments with tents and bonfires. Resident believes many of the people sleeping in the 

park are coming from the homeless shelter in Yonkers and this problem will increase dramatically once 

the new homeless shelter on 261st Street opens.  

• Resident complaint of every fire hydrant near 5400 Fieldston Road being blocked by illegally parked 

cars.  

• Vehicle break-ins reported at 234th Street & Tibbett Avenue & and 232nd Street & Irwin Avenue.  

• Resident reported a complaint of housing discrimination by a Landlord on Netherland Avenue. Resident 

stated she filed a complaint with the City Commissioner of Human Rights. Resident was encouraged to 

contact her Elected Officials and the Division of Human Rights (State Agency) and file complaints.  

• Resident complaints of large commercial vehicles parked on Broadway from 254th Street to Mosholu 

Avenue. 

 

5. FDNY Report 

 

No representative of FDNY was present. No report given. 

 

6. NYS Liquor Authority (SLA): Renewal Applications 

 

Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

El Tina located at 308 West 231st Street, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their liquor license 

for wine, beer & cider.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (6): D. Allen, E. Green, A. Ortega, L. Spalter, J. Townes, K. Wade 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Beccofino located at 5704 Mosholu Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their liquor 

license for wine, beer & cider. 

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (6): D. Allen, E. Green, A. Ortega, L. Spalter, J. Townes, K. Wade 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 



 

 

Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Bronx Burger House located at 5816 Mosholu Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their 

liquor license for liquor, wine, beer & cider. 

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (6): D. Allen, E. Green, A. Ortega, L. Spalter, J. Townes, K. Wade 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

7. NYS Liquor Authority (SLA): Alteration Applications 

 

Great Performances/Artists as Waitresses, Inc. and Wave Hill Incorporated, located at 675 West 252nd Street, 

applied to the Public Safety Committee for an alteration.  

 

Great Performances/Artists as Waitresses, Inc. and Wave Hill Incorporated intends to add a seasonal bar to the 

gardens and convert their food counter to a customer bar.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (6): D. Allen, E. Green, A. Ortega, L. Spalter, J. Townes, K. Wade 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

8. Office of Cannabis Management (OCM): New Establishment License  

 

No Trade Name Provided: 3603 Riverdale Avenue - Retail Dispensary Premises License 

 

Christopher Cacace, a Representative of an unnamed establishment (no trade name provided), appeared before 

the Public Safety Committee to apply for a Retail Dispensary Premises License at 3603 Riverdale Avenue 

(presently Tiny’s Diner).  

 

Mr. Cacace stated he and his business partners operate a licensed cannabis retail dispensary on Central Park 

Avenue in Yonkers, N.Y. called Central Budz. 

 

The applicant’s name on the OCM application is Troy A Benson, who has been approved for a Retail 

Dispensary Premises License (# OCMCAURD-2022-000147) by OCM through DASNY.  

 

Mr. Cacace stated he and his business partners have a sublease agreement with Troy A Benson and plan to 

operate their business in the storefront at 3603 Riverdale Avenue.  

 



Bronx Community Board 8 received written notification from 236 Riverdale Realty, the authorized 

representative of the Landlord of 3603 Riverdale Avenue, stating cannabis sales are not permitted under the 

current lease, which is designated for use as an “American-style diner”, and cannabis retail stores are not 

aligned with the best interests of the Riverdale community, its residents, property owners and business owners.   

 

Bronx Community Board 8 received an email from two area merchants stating they oppose a cannabis 

dispensary at 3603 Riverdale Avenue, citing the business is out of character with the neighborhood and would 

further erode the family friendly environment the community has worked hard to maintain.  

 

Members of the committee noted that the applicant with the OCM license was not present, and arranging a 

sublease with another party to operate this business without notifying or obtaining consent from the Landlord 

could easily be perceived as a deceptive business practice.  

 

Members of the committee had unanswered concerns about the legality of the sublease arrangement between 

the applicant and establishment representatives. 

 

The applicants expressed interest in opening their business in another area of Riverdale if they were not 

approved to operate at this location and were concerned about factors that might lead to community 

disapproval.  

 

The committee voted unanimously to disapprove this application.  

 

Approve in favor (6): D. Allen, E. Green, A. Ortega, L. Spalter, J. Townes, K. Wade 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

9. Old Business  

 

None 

 

10. New Business 

 

None 

 

11. Adjournment  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm 

 

Minutes submitted by Public Safety Committee Chair Ed Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


