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MEETING MINUTES OF THE 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MEETING INFORMATION 

Date September 16, 2025 Start Time 7:00 PM End Time 8:57 PM 

Meeting Held At 50th Police Precinct 

Address 3450 Kingsbridge Avenue 

ATTENDANCE 

Present 
Edward Green (Chair), Laura Spalter (Vice Chair), Carol Blake, Margaret Della,  

Althea Eboh, Debra Harris, Laura Levine-Pinedo, Angel Ortega 
Total 8 

Absent Nick Fazio, Michael Courtney (Community Committee Member) Total 2 

Guests 

Julie Reyes (Chairperson, Bronx CB8), Lieutenant Wolvers (NYPD), Detective Jamsheer (NYPD), 

Officer Sharan (NYPD - Domestic Violence Unit), Fire Battalion Chief Liam Donnelly (FDNY), Robert 

M. Hull (An Beal Bocht), Jennifer Delgado (Cocina Mexican Cuisine), Juan Gabriel Rosario (Cocina 

Mexican Cuisine), Norman Martinez (Home the Bronx Steakhouse), Charles Donnelly (Downey’s), 

Norberto Torres (Frida Tocos), Tania Azhang (Bronx Bulletin), Joan Currall (Guest), John Shepherd 

(Guest) 

 
Chair Ed Green called the meeting to order at 7:08pm 

 

1. Introduction of Committee Members and Guests  

 

Roll Call of Committee Members. Committee members introduced themselves.  

 

2. Approval of the June 17th, 2025, Public Safety Committee Minutes   

 

The minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

3. NYPD Report (*See attached NYPD CompStat Report) – 

 

Chair Green stated that to report quality of life complaints residents should call 311 and then email the BXCB8 

office with details so the Board can follow up with the appropriate agency.  

 

To report abandoned vehicles residents should call 311, take a photo of the vehicle and send the photo and 311 

complaints to bx08@cb.nyc.gov. 

 

mailto:bx08@cb.nyc.gov


If the vehicle has license plates, NYPD can ticket and eventually tow it. If the vehicle doesn’t have license 

plates, the Department of Sanitation can ticket and remove it.  

 

Officer Sharan of the Domestic Violence Unit gave a brief presentation and handed out business cards. NYPD 

Unit partners with Safe Horizons to assist victims. Therapists provided for trauma.  

 

Lieutenant Wolvers of the 50th Precinct read the NYPD CompStat report. Issues discussed: 

 

• Illegally parked vehicles on Henry Hudson Parkway West. NYPD recently conducted a tow operation 

where 35 vehicles were towed. Centralized city towing operations are conducted periodically but cannot 

be done more frequently due to lack of resources. Tow trucks deployed to various areas based on 

reported vehicles and area needs.  

• Resident reported drag racing on Broadway and cars doing doughnuts on Independence Avenue in 

Riverdale.  

• Resident reported Knolls Crecent store area is dark at night and car wheels were stolen from a Honda. 

Surveillance camera requested.  

• Resident reported vehicles routinely blocking fire hydrants on Irwin Avenue between 232nd Street & 

234th Street.  

• NYPD “Q-Team” (Quality of Life) has replaced NCOs. Unit has 14 Officers in the 50th Precinct and 

operates in sectors identical to previous NCOs.  

• Facebook report of an attempted child abduction on Riverdale Avenue was deemed unsubstantiated by 

the 50th Precinct.  

• Resident complaint that ariel pole camera on 233rd Street between Broadway and Bailey Avenue is not 

clearly visible, making it difficult to investigate and prosecute crimes on the block. Area has heavy 

volume of car break-ins and property damage. Request for cameras to be upgraded.  

• Resident complaints of drug sales on Bailey Avenue and 238th Street. 50th Precinct stated they have been 

monitoring the area for months and a gun arrest was made over the summer.  

• Illegal car washes on Broadway continue to be monitored by the 50th Precinct. All of them have been 

removed but some resurface periodically.  

• Resident complaint of people regularly playing loud music late at night on Goulden Avenue by the 

reservoir. 50th Precinct has responded to various 311 noise complaints at this location. NYPD can 

confiscate speakers and cars for persistent noise disturbances but generally issue verbal warnings or 

tickets with financial penalties.  

 

4. FDNY Report (*See attached FDNY Statistical Report) – 

 

FDNY Battalion Chief Donnelly presented the FDNY statistical report.  

 

• Building owners have reportedly denied tenants access to their apartments after fires. No addresses 

specified.  

• E-Scooters and mobility devices are responsible for many fires. Owners making ill-advised repairs to 

devices are contributing causes of fires.   

• FDNY can shut down a bike repair shop if the store has more than 5 e-mobility devices in the store. 

Residents encouraged to call in complaints about these shops which are contributing to fires. Inspectors 

will come to locations and investigate claims.  

• Resident stated that Co-ops should not allow e-mobility devices in their buildings and incorporate this 

rule in their bylaws and FDNY should educate Co-op Boards on the dangers of e-mobility devices and 

their ability to cause fires. FDNY has Fire Safety Education training available, if requested.  

 

 



5. NYS Liquor Authority (SLA): Renewal Applications 

 

Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Aramark Educational Services LLC, located at 4513 Manhattan College Parkway, applied to the Public Safety 

Committee to renew their liquor license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Malecon Restaurant, located at 5592 Broadway, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their liquor 

license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Cocina Chente Mexican Cuisine, located at 3535 Riverdale Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to 

renew their liquor license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

College of Mount St. Vincent, located at 6301 Riverdale Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to 

renew their liquor license.  



 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Home the Bronx Steakhouse, located at 222-224 238th Street, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew 

their liquor license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

 

Laura Levine-Pinedo abstained from voting (for cause).  

 

The Public Safety Committee approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (7): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Spalter 

Abstained (1): L. Levine-Pinedo (Present but unable to vote - for cause) 

Opposed: 0    

 

 

Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Aoyu Sushi Inc., located at 3235A Johnson Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their 

liquor license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Kai Fan, 3717 Riverdale Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their liquor license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 



 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Greek Express, located at 3733 Riverdale Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their liquor 

license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Downey’s Bar & Grill, located at 5790 Mosholu Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their 

liquor license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Frida Tacos, located at 5786 Mosholu Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their liquor 

license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 



Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider 

 

Palace of Japan, located at 3505 Johnson Avenue, applied to the Public Safety Committee to renew their liquor 

license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

  

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

6. NYS Liquor Authority (SLA): New Applications 

 

Liquor, Wine Beer & Cider 

 

No representative from Metate Corp, located at 3515 Johnson Avenue, attended the meeting and the Board has 

not yet received a 2AM agreement from the business.  

 

The Committee unanimously decided to table the application.  

 

Approve (to table the application) (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega,  

L. Levine-Pinedo, L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

7. NYS Liquor Authority (SLA): Method of Operation Change 

 

Liquor, Wine Beer & Cider 

 

Jennifer Delgado and Juan Gabriel Rosado, representatives of Cocina Chente, located at 3535 Riverdale 

Avenue, appeared before the Public Safety Committee to apply for a Method of Operation Change.  

 

The Method of Operation Change requested is for the business to add a Disc Jockey.  

 

The representatives stated they would only have a Disc Jockey one day a week on Fridays for three hours and 

would take every available measure to ensure the music would not disturb neighborhood residents.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

 

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 



8. NYS Liquor Authority (SLA): Outdoor Dining Applications 

 

Liquor, Wine Beer & Cider 

 

Robert M. Hull, a representative of An Beal Bocht, located at 445 West 238th Street, appeared at the Public 

Safety Committee to apply for an outdoor dining liquor license.  

 

Representatives of NYPDs 50th Precinct stated they were unaware of any prior significant disturbances or 

complaints at the location of this establishment. 

 

The Public Safety Committee unanimously approved this application. 

 

Approve in favor (8): C. Blake, M. Della, A. Eboh, E. Green, D. Harris, A. Ortega, L. Levine-Pinedo,  

L. Spalter 

Opposed: 0   Abstained: 0 

 

 

9. Old Business  

 

None 

 

10. New Business 

 

Broadway Corridor Collaboration – Strategizing on Effective Means to Improve Safety, Transportation, Quality 

of Life Issues: 

 

• Walk through of corridor to be scheduled. Committees involved: Environment & Sanitation, Economic 

Development, Public Safety. Invite Broadway BID.  

• Issues of concern: Trash, graffiti, car wrecks. 

• Unsightly abandoned vehicles need to be removed.  

• MTA work adversely affecting businesses. 

• Contact Department of Sanitation to request removal.  

• How many parking spaces are taken by vehicles waiting to be removed? 

 

Marijuana Regulation & Taxation Act: 

 

The current law specifies cannabis dispensaries must be located 500 feet from schools, 200 feet from religious 

institutions, and 1,000 feet from other cannabis retail businesses.  

 

The Committee is concerned that in order to renew certain cannabis dispensaries where distance mistakes were 

made (and licenses were illegally approved), legislators may decide to make amendments to the law to reduce 

required distances.  

 

The Public Safety Committee reached unanimous consensus to draft a letter to Elected Officials expressing our 

opposition to any changes that would reduce distances specified in the Marijuana Regulation & Taxation Act 

passed on March 31, 2021.  

 

Contents of the letter would reflect: 

 

• The Board believes reducing distances to current legal regulations would not be in the best interest of 

Bronx Community Board 8 neighborhoods. 



• The Board requests businesses previously granted OCM licenses be “grandfathered in” and not held 

liable for legislative miscalculations that violated State law.  

• The Board requests to be kept informed of any new developments in this matter.  

 

2nd Public Safety Committee Vice Chair: 

 

Chair Green stated that the Bronx Community Board 8 Law, Rules and Ethics Committee recommended 

Committee Chairs appoint 2nd Vice Chairs to their committees because many Board members are scheduled to 

exit the Board due to term limits and newer members need to be properly prepared to assume the roles of 

Committee Chairs.  

 

Acting on LRE’s recommendation, Chair Green appointed Public Safety Committee member Angel Ortega the 

Committee’s 2nd Vice Chair.  

 

Interpretation of the bylaws was disputed by Bronx Community Board 8 Chair Reyes. Chair Green stated he 

would wait for LRE’s proposed amendment to the bylaws to be voted on by the full Board before officially 

announcing the Committee’s 2nd Vice Chair.  

 

11. Adjournment  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57pm 

 

Minutes submitted by Public Safety Committee Chair Ed Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


