
Bronx CB8 Environment & Sanitation Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 

Start Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: Board Office – 5676 Riverdale Ave, Suite 100, Bronx, NY 10471 

Meeting Recording 

1. Welcome & Roll Call
a. Committee:

i. Present (5): L. Spalter, R. Spalter, D. Rowen, E. Hausman, S. Froot

ii. Zoom (1): K. Argenti

iii. Absent (2): M. Lewis, R. Fanuzzi

b. Public:

i. C. Auerbach (CM Dinowitz’s Office), W. Fishman, C. Smith

2. Approval of Committee Minutes – February 18, 2026

a. Approved unanimously.

3. Chairperson’s Report

a. The attached news articles relating to environmental and sanitation issues were
passed around and discussed during the meeting:

i. https://gothamist.com/news/i-need-more-time-ny-gov-hochul-asks-
lawmakers-to-punt-climate-deadlines

ii. https://gothamist.com/news/new-yorks-energy-research-agency-says-
the-states-landmark-climate-law-is-infeasible

iii. https://thefootprint.substack.com/p/nyc-is-preparing-its-first-ever-
citywide

iv. https://gothamist.com/news/dog-poop-data-reveals-new-york-citys-
crappiest-block

v. https://www.thecity.nyc/2026/03/16/dog-poop-sanitation-enforcement/

vi. https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-wrestles-with-delays-in-delivering-
official-trash-bins
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vii. https://www.riverdalepress.com/stories/federal-freeze-on-harlem-river-
study-still-in-place,220500

viii. https://gothamist.com/news/mayor-mamdani-resumes-fines-for-failure-
to-compost-in-nyc

b. DEP sent the Board an overview of their 311 reports from 2025 as well as from
Feb 2026, see attached charts.

4. ACE or Other Independent Litter Collection Agency Discussion

a. Caleb from Counsel Member Dinowitz’s office was at our meeting and explained
what their office hires ACE to do around our district.

i. Caleb is new to the office and stated he is the point person to pass any
311 requests to for follow-up.  He mentioned that Moses Lopez and
Emma Berk are the other point people for different regions of our district.

ii. ACE provides jobs to those in need in our district and sends them on one-
time cleanups as well as regular trash collection routes along White
Planes Rd, W. 242nd Street, and Riverdale Ave. from W. 258th to W. 261st as
well as monthly sweeps and graffiti removal where necessary and
possible.

iii. Additional funding would be required to expand on their current
responsibilities and CM Dinowitz’s office encourages budget feedback
sent to their office.

5. Unfinished Business

a. DSNY Summonses Discussion

i. No one present to discuss with, but if anyone has questions or concerns,
please contact the Board office.

ii. FY27 Budget Agency Response Discussion

1. The committee sent a letter to the Commissioner of DEP in
support of strengthening NYC’s Unified Storm Water Rule (USWR)

iii. FY28 Budget Requests Discussion

1. The committee has not had an opportunity to review the agency
responses to our requests and postpones further discussion until
next month.

https://www.riverdalepress.com/stories/federal-freeze-on-harlem-river-study-still-in-place,220500
https://www.riverdalepress.com/stories/federal-freeze-on-harlem-river-study-still-in-place,220500
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6. New Business

a. NYSDEC Air Permit Application – Yonkers Joint Water Treatment Plant Letter 
Approval

i. Committee approves of any upgrades at the Yonkers facility that will 
mitigate smell that affects areas of our district and sent the attached 
letter.

ii. If anyone has complaints about smells from the facility, they are 
encouraged to call the 24/7 complaint line at: 914-231-2786 or fill out this 
online form and pick “Yonkers Joint WRRF” from the menu:
https://environment.westchestercountyny.gov/facilities/odor-complaint-
form

b. DEP Proposed Rule Change to Noise Code Penalty Schedule

i. See attached proposed rule change, which the committee sees no issues 
with and hopes passes.

c. At our April 15th meeting, Karen will be presenting on Greening the Harlem River 
including discussing Moshulu Parkway and Ft. Independence Park flooding and 
erosion prevention measures.

d. Bronx Council for Environmental Quality (BCEQ)’s April 29th meeting will have 
presentations by DEP and Parks regarding the Tibbetts Brook Daylighting and 
Greenway project.  See attached flyer for more information.

7. Adjournment at 8:15 pm.

Minutes submitted by Daniel Rowen, Chair, Environment & Sanitation Committee 

https://environment.westchestercountyny.gov/facilities/odor-complaint-form
https://environment.westchestercountyny.gov/facilities/odor-complaint-form
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NYC wrestles with delays in delivering official trash bins

By Liam Quigley
Published Mar 10, 2026
32 comments
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Thousands of New Yorkers are still waiting to receive official city-issued bins to put out their trash, and
risk facing fines as soon as June if the sanitation department continues to face a supply chain backlog

Ed Reed/Mayoral Photography Office
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that’s slowed the delivery.

The “NYC Bins” cost about $50 and are mandatory for residential buildings with nine or fewer units.
They’re key to the sanitation department’s “trash revolution” that began under former Mayor Eric
Adams with the goal of getting the city’s garbage into containers.

Starting in June, the city plans to begin issuing fines from $50 to $200 to homeowners who don’t use
an official bin for their trash.

Sanitation officials said about 1 million of the bins have been delivered, while between 4,000 and 5,000
people are still awaiting theirs to arrive. Officials insisted they fixed the problem and that everyone
who ordered a bin should receive it by the end of the month.

Still, the delays led some city councilmembers to call for the sanitation department to hold off on
issuing any fines until the bin backlog is fixed.

Councilmember Frank Morano of Staten Island said around 150 of his constituents have phoned his
office asking what to do about their missing bins.

“The clock is ticking and we have a situation where, come June, people who don't have these garbage
pails are going to be fined,” he said.

The concerns about bin delivery delays comes as Home Depot took over distribution of the bins, which
can now additionally be ordered through websites like Uber Eats and Instacart.

“We worked with Home Depot to ensure that the bin would be the same low price no matter how it is
purchased,” sanitation department spokesperson Joshua Goodman said. “For anyone who still needs
to get one, they have about three months to do their part to fight rats and keep our streets clean.”

Morano said he’s asked city Comptroller Mark Levine to investigate the contract award process for the
bin delivery. Levine’s office did not immediately say if they were investigating the contract.

The bins were first introduced by Adams during an event outside Gracie Mansion in 2024, when
he smiled proudly as he wheeled one from Gracie Mansion and plopped a trash bag inside. The viral

3/11/26, 8:06 AM NYC wrestles with delays in delivering official trash bins - Gothamist

https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-wrestles-with-delays-in-delivering-official-trash-bins 2/3

https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-homeowners-to-be-charged-for-new-official-trash-can
https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-council-ensures-trash-revolution-will-continue-after-mayor-adams-leaves-office
https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-mandates-trash-bins-for-most-homes-to-keep-rats-garbage-piles-off-sidewalks
https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-mandates-trash-bins-for-most-homes-to-keep-rats-garbage-piles-off-sidewalks


moment was met with amusement globally, with some asking if Adams had “discovered” trash bins
that are common in many other places across the planet.
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Mayor Mamdani resumes fines for failure to compost in NYC

By Liam Quigley
Published Feb 23, 2026 at 6:01 a.m. ET
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Failure to compost comes with a fine in Mayor Zohran Mamdani’s New York City.
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On his first day in office, Mamdani’s administration quietly began fining New Yorkers for not
separating their organic waste for compost collection.

The fines, which start at $25, were paused by then-Mayor Eric Adams last year, only weeks after they
went into effect. Sanitation department data shows that participation in the city’s composting program
actually declined after Adams halted the fines for small buildings. Overall, New Yorkers are still not
composting in large numbers, with more than 90% of organic waste still going to landfills.

Sanitation department spokesperson Joshua Goodman said that inspectors had issued 425
summonses for failure to compost since Mamdani took office, with very few doled out during the
snowstorm. The resumption of fines was first reported by Inside Climate News.

“New Yorkers want to compost. If your building doesn't, call 311 so we can come advise them on how
to comply,” Goodman said.

Sanitation officials can inspect garbage waste for organic waste that should have been separated.
Fines can go as high as $200 for repeat offenders. Landlords of both small and large buildings can be
fined for failure to participate.

The rollout of the city’s compost collection program was completed in 2024. The brown bins
represented a signature policy achievement of the Adams administration, which launched a “war on
rats” to clean up the streets and sidewalks.

Adams’ decision to pause composting fines for buildings with 30 or fewer units in spring 2025 came as
he sought re-election. His administration said the fines would go back into effect in 2026.
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The composting program was a signature achievement of then-Mayor Adams' administration.
Michael Appleton/Mayoral Photography Office

Compliance with the composting rules is low across the board, though some boroughs do worse than
others. Last month, sanitation workers retrieved 2,484 tons of compost from residents in Queens.
Brooklyn residents composted 2,108 tons and Manhattan residents set out 1,176 tons. People in the
Bronx set out just 730 tons — only slightly more than Staten Island, which contributed 648 tons.

Last month, 94% of organic waste across the five boroughs went to the landfill — only 6% was
composted, city data showed. In the weeks after composting fines briefly went into effect last spring,
10% of organics were composted. Sanitation officials highlighted that composting declined last month
in part due to officials dedicating manpower to the snowstorm, causing a major lag in collections.

Eric Goldstein, New York City environment director at the Natural Resources Defense Council, said that
lagging composting rates are evidence of the need for sustained outreach about the program and its
enforcement policies.
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“Stopping and starting these programs that require public engagement is never a successful strategy
because you're sending mixed messages,” he said.

Goldstein said that Mamdani has an opportunity to save the city money if he sticks with the
composting program.

“ We're spending almost $500 million a year exporting our trash to landfills and incinerators,” he said.

“So if we can take even 50% of that third and turn it into a useful finished compost. We will be saving
money for city taxpayers on top of the environmental benefits.”
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Bronx Council for Environmental Quality  

LOWERING THE TEMPERATURE WITH NATURE  
TO STOP EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS 

Monday, April 29, 2026 
draft program schedule 

 

Manhattan University Students will present Posters for Capstone Projects on the Urban 
Environment under the supervision of our Dart Westphal (Dart Westphal, BCEQ, CURES Director). 

 

3:30 PM PRE MEETING SETUP Tabling, Networking 

3:50 PM WELCOME, BCEQ President Robert Fanuzzi 

• 4:00 pm Pelham Bay Park Access Study Briefing, Laura Melendez, NYC Parks, Project Development 

Coordinator for Planning, Planning & Development 

• 4:45 pm Tibbetts Brook Daylighting & Greenway TAG, Amy Motzy, NYC Department of 

Environmental Protection, and Marit Larson, Deputy Commissioner NYC Department of Parks and Recreation, 

Natural Resources Group  

~~~@~~~ 
 

5:15 PM ITALIAN BUFFET DINNER during the  

5:30 PM 54th ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Dr. Robert Fanuzzi, BCEQ President Robert Fanuzzi,  Election of Board of Directors Class of 2028 

     

6:00 TO 7:30 PM  27TH ANNUAL WATER CONFERENCE: 

Karen Argenti, BCEQ Water Committee Chair, Lowering the Temperature with Nature to Mitigate Extreme 

Weather Events: Describing How & Where of Carbon Capture 

 
PRESENTATION 

• Philadelphia - Decentralizing resilience…. Working at the block scale to reduce heat 
and flood risks – Dr. Franco Montalto, Drexel University 

• Paris, France – Emma Thebault, Technical Director of Resilience at STV and Lea Pelleteret, Resilience 
Planner at STV 

• Micro Forests – Lee Altman, Principal at Scape   

• NYC’s Largest Green Infrastructure – More than just Tibbetts Brook Daylighting – Angela 
Licata, Deputy Commissioner for Sustainability at the New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP). 

 

6:45 PM ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION  
Above Presenters and BCEQ Directors / Advisors - Robert Fanuzz, Liam Kavanagh, Paul 

Mankiewicz, Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, Dart Westphal, Chauncy Young, and Karen Argenti (Moderator) 
 

~~~@~~~ 
 
Sponsors: Con Edison, Manhattan University and its Center for Urban Resilience and Environmental 
Sustainability (CURES). We thank Con Edison for their support of our education and outreach plan.  

This is a free event, but space is limited.  04102026 

http://www.bceq.org/
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