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Minutes of Education, Libraries & Cultural Affairs Committee 
Bronx Community Board 8 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 7:30 pm 
Meeting Recording Link   

 

 
 PRESENT    AFFILIATION 
 Sylvia Alexander   Chair, ELCA 
 Miriam Filer    VC-CB8-Committee Member 

Althea Eboh    CB8, Committee Member 
Emily Hausman   CB8- Committee Member 
Daniel Nunez    CB8, Committee Member 
Georgia Santiago (Zoom)  CB8, Committee Member 
 
ABSENT 
Dr. Julia Gomez   CB8, Committee Member 
 
Guest 
Jaylyn Adorno    Community Associate-CB8 
Dr. Donna Friedman   Mosaic Mental Health 
Darlene Jackson   Classic Charter School 
Tatiana M. Pasqualette Brasil             Nutrition & Education in NYC Schools 
Rebecca Brown Barbier  Manager-Riverdale Library 
Aga Chen    Manager-Spuyten Duyvil Library 
Maria Garcia                                               Manager-Jerome Park Library 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:40pm. 
 
The Chair called on Dr. Friedman, from Mosaic Mental Health, to present her 
prestation on Teen Violence.  Dr. Friedman believes that the covid pandemic was 
instrumental in causing developmental problems in relation to handle teen 
relationship skills.  During that time teens were not attending school and were not 
social. The ban of cellphones in schools has helped somewhat.  The present teens 
were about 11 years old at that time and are now 15-16-17 years old.  Many have 
access to guns and when angry or frustrated they use them.  Dr. Friedman feels 
teens, parents, mental health professionals, elected officials, community board 
members and precincts should set up workshops to address this issue.   The 
community board’s committee on Public Safety, at their last meeting, had invited 
District Attorney Clark, Bronx, as a speaker on this teen issue. 
 
The Chair called on Darlene Jackson, representing Classical Charter School, 
located at 3880 Sedgwick Avenue, Bronx.  This is a new charter school in our district 

https://youtu.be/wHxa6SZdwT8?si=Agr8H-tMDLHfFXma


offering solid curriculum to enable their students to be ready for college.  Currently, 
the school has only one grade and hopes to increase a grade each future year. The 
school also services special needs students with IEP testing and educational 
services as appropriate. 
 
The Chair called on Tatiana to discuss NYC Council legislation 0080-2026, 
sponsored by Councilwoman Gale Brewer-Nutrition & Education in NYC Schools.  
The legislation calls for a report to be generated from a study.  The committee 
members were interested in the benefits of nutritional information and who would 
be part of the discussions and program requirements as the proposal developed.  
 
 The Chair introduced the final FY28 Budget Priorities: 
CAPITAL 
1. ELCA-DOE: P.S.95-Sheila Mencher School-Requesting funding to update their 

auditorium 
2. ELCA-DOE: United Charter High School for the Humanities-Request funding for 

technology equipment to support their development of their digital journalism 
program 

3. ELCA-DOE: MS/HS 141-Riverdale, Kingsbridge Academy-Requesting funding to 
restore bathrooms 

4. ELCA-DOE: Atmosphere Charter School-Requesting funding for Chromebooks 
for students and staff 

5. ELCA-DOE: Am Park Neighborhood School-Requesting funding to upgrade 
security system. The safety and security of our students is our highest priority 

6. ELCA-DOE: Amber Charter School-Requesting funding for the school’s Steam 
program lab equipment/robotics 

7. ELCA-DOE: The Marie Curie High School-Requesting funding to upgrade 1 Male- 
1 Female bathroom  

 
EXPENSE 
1. ELCA-NYPL: Requesting funding to increase our 5 branch libraries to 7-day 

service 
2. ELCA-DOE: The Marie Curie High School-Requesting funding to install window 

shades in classrooms 
3. ELCA-DOE: MS/HS 141- Riverdale, Kingsbridge Academy-Requesting funding to 

replace old furniture in classrooms 
   

The Chair called on Aga Chen, Manager of the Spuyten Duyvil Library, said all was 
good   at the branch. 
The Chair called on Rebecca Brown, Barbier Manager of Riverdale branch, said she 
would send the May Calander tomorrow.  
The Chair called on Bsrat Angbaye Manager of Kingsbridge branch, said that he 
introduced a new story time for younger children. 
 



              There will not be a meeting in May because our date falls on holiday. 
Unfortunately, there was no alternative date available. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:24pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted.  
Sylvia Alexander-Chair-ELCA Committee     

       
 


